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.. ~;:d - ~ s s i g r l m e ~ l t  giver1 t o  me ljy t h e  Conference 
i 5 : 2 i,i-i ef euezc t  ic:r 1 s t ~ ~ l y  of  S c r i p t u r e  pas- 
snpcs ilc:ll ng \iitI; t h e  beginnin:; o f  l i f e  and a l ~ o r -  
t i a r l  2nd ,.tn e x a ~ i n r r t i o n  of  w l ~ a t  r o l e  t:le ciiurcll 
should play i n  a s s e r t i r l g  a furldamental C h r i s t i a n  
ii;ornliT:r o : ~  t h e  s t a t e . "  Tn tile l i g h t  o f  tlir r e c e n t  
St~yrcrne Conrt  deci s i or! t o  n 1 lo!+ a b o r t  i on-011-demand 
;1 G l r t l r e r  stucly "la>. seen! ahout as i l s ~ f u l  as rcacl- 
iiis f i  r s t - a i t l  p rocedures  f o r  a r t i f i  c i a 1  r e s p i r a t i o n  
t1 ; r .e~ clays a f t e r  t l ic  f u n e r ; ~ l  of  yolm droluned f r i e n d .  
?'he f a c t  i s , iloricver , ti13 t tllis s t u d y  i s more impor- 
t a n t  norz tila11 ever .  \ce lmve no c h o i c e  ? jut  t o  
f a c e  tile pro1)lcnr and t o  conic t o  some Fir111 d e c i s i o n ,  
f o r  no\< a b o r t i o n  i s  a v a i 1 a l ) l e  t o  a l l  and cotlld well * '  

hecorilc as conwlon i n  o u r  c o n , n r c z a t i o n s  3s o t l l e r  - 
' f f a ~ ~ i  pro1)lcms. I t  

l'iictre i s  ~lcl-)l orcll)lc i griorance r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
yen1 f a c t s  ahou t  a b o r t i o n .  lllc t y p i c a l  p rcgnan t  
tiolnnn i s  c l i x r a c t c r i z c d  by t h c  main c h n r a c t c r ,  l lc len,  
i r, t h e  I~ool; ACORTION : 'TI11, AGCNTZING 1)ECISION: 

. . . I  suppose t h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
want t o  krlo1.r t h e  f a c t s  about a l lo r t i  on. I j u s t  
wanted sor;ie k ind  d o c t o r  t o  p u t  me t o  s l e e p ,  g e t  
on r C i t ! l  t h e  job,  and wal,c mc up \\illen i t  was a l l  
o v e r .  Then I would t r y  t o  walk away j u s t  a s  i f  
not l l ing had  ilnppened. 1 

A f t e r  I!elcn had l e a r n e d  more abou t  a b o r t i o n  
from a t  t end ing  n one-day c o n f e r e n c e  on t h e  subj  e c t  
slic saicl : 
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a decision t o  seer, abo r t i on  i s  a decisien t o  t ake  
1 i f e  . . .Tile f r i  erlcfs ttr'i t l l  E ~ f l ~ l i l  T I I ~ ~ J C  t a l k e d  fl;lvc 
made i t  seen  8 \.cry t r i v i a l  matter. I knew tllej. 
wcrc wrong, and I t h i n k  they  L n c ~  they were 
wrung, I t  toas 3 k i n d  of  game t c r  t r e a t  t h e  t ~ h o l c  
t h i n p  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  s o  as t o  avoid t h e  r e a l  an- 
guislr  t h a t  i s  involved.  I t  wouldn 't t.rork -- 
I ' d  onLr go through t h e  anguish a f te rward  any- 
way.. .: 

"Supe r f i c i a l l y "  i s  t h e  way tlrc s u b j e c t  is + 

t r e a t e d  on t h e  street l e v e l .  The average person 
i s  l cd  t o  t h i n k  o f  a b o r t i o n  as removing a p i e c e  o f  
t i s s u e  frm a paor g i r l  rzha ha s  been raped.  We 
s h a l l  s c e  from a more thorough s tudy  of t h e  m a t t e r  
t h a t  much more is involved .  'I'he f a c t  t h a t  Planned 
Parenthood o f  iziinnesota cs t i rna tcs  bctwcen lf),00(1 
and 15,0130 a b o r t i o n s  will be performed i n  ? l i m e -  
s o t a  i n  1973 s l~ori ld  a l e r t  u s  t h a t  sometking more 
i s  going on. (Robert K.  FIcCoy, head of iltinnesotrrts 
on ly  a b o r t i o n  c l i n i c  and vocal  advoca te  of f i b e r a 1  
a b o r t i o n ,  c s t i n i a t e s  t h e  ntfn~bcr w i f  1 be  15,000 t o  
16,000, ?'he Popula t ion  Cormcil e s t i m a t e s  1 .6  m l l -  
l i c n  a b o r t i o n s  w i l l  be done i n  the tl, S. du r ing  
1073.)  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  tllc churches  are n o t  speaking 
c l e a r l y  on t h e  i s s u e  e i t h e r .  In  I970 t h e  United 
P re sby t e r i an  Chrlrcit and the United Methodist  Gerr-  
era1 Conference dec l a r ed  t h c  abo r t i on  problem t o  
be a pe r sona l  d e c i s i o n .  Other  church bodies  have 
followed t h e i r  l e a d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  light of t h e  
1973 Supreme Court  d e c t s i o n  (Roe V s .  Wade). On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  several  church bodies  wkicfr 
have been unbending i n  t h e i r  oppos i t i on  t o  ahor- 
t i a n .  The Roman churcll i s  by no means unanimously 
agreed on a b o r t i o n ,  bu t  o f f i c i a l l y  it opposes it 
wi thau t  cmpromise .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  about 
t h e  abo r t i on  q u e s t i o n  is  t h a t  i t  i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  
i s s u e ,  Opinion does n o t  d i v i d e  i n t o  rhe t rad i -  
t i o n a l  s t c r e o t y p e s  l i k e  l i b e r a l / c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  Pro t -  
cstant/l<oman Catha l i  c ,  e t c .  

-2 -  

Though t h i s  d e p a r t s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  a s s ign -  
ment, t h e  aim of t h i s  survey w i l l  be  t o  acqua in t  
p a s t o r s  and church l e a d e r s  wi th  some o f  t h e  impl ica-  
t i o n s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  abo r t i on  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  hope 
t h a t  t hey  w i l l  do much more s tudy  and be a b l e  t o  
h e l p  inform o t h e r s .  Ignorance and i n a c t i o n  may be 
the  g r e a t e s t  enemy of  t h e  unborn. The au tho r  does 
not  p re tend  t o  cover  a l l  t h e  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  t h e  
abo r t i on  drama. Nor does he  c la im i n s i g h t  i n t o  a l l  
t h e  problems. Anyone s tudying  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  soon 
l~umbled and hence cau t i ous .  

I ,  PJHkT 2&E WE TALKING ABOUT WtiEN WE SAY "ABORTIONg'? 

In  o r d e r  t o  unders tand t h e  s u b j e c t  it i s  most 
h e l p f u l  t o  have a  b a s i c  knowledge of  t h e  "Story of  
Life." !Ve will n o t  d e a l  with t h e  r ep roduc t ive  
a s p e c t .  We w i l l  assume t h e  sperm and ovum have 
un i ted  i n  t h e  f a l l o p i a n  tube.  Tllc p roces s  o f  grow- 
i ng  beg ins  a t  once. 'The new c e l l  i s  c a l l e d  a zygote 
( t ' jo ined t ' )  . Although we speak o f  t h e  sperm u n i t i n g  
wi th  t h e  ovum (egg) ,  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t o  t h e  ~ l u c l e u s  
of the ovum t h a t  it i s  jo ined .  The nuc leus  i s  about 
t h e  same s ize  a s  t h e  sperm. Thc rest  o f  t h e  ovum i s  
t h e  food supply which t h e  newly-formed zygote w i l l  
u s e  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  few days.  About t h e  f i f t h  day 
t l ie zygote should a r r i v e  i n  t h e  u t e r u s  (womb) where 
i t  will seek t o  i ~ n p l a n t  i t s e l f  t o  draw nourislrlment 
from t h e  r i c h  l i n i n g  of t h e  womb. A t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
c o n t a c t  between the mother and t h e  baby, a  s p e c i a l  
organ,  c a l l e d  t h e  p l a c e n t a ,  i s  formed. Because t h e  
baby e n t e r s  a new s t a g e  when i t  e n t e r s  t h e  u t e r u s ,  
it i s  g iven  a  new name, b l a s t o c y s t .  Two weeks a f t e r  
concept ion a  t h i r d  name i s  g iven ,  emhrj70, and a f t e r  
two rr~ontlls a f o u r t h  name, f e t u s .  Although each of  
t h e s e  names denotes  a d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e  of develop- 
ment, t h e  term " f e t u s w  u s u a l l y  i s  used i n  a wider  
sense  t o  cover  t h e  t i m c  from concept ion t o  b i r t h .  
We w i l l  u s e  i t  i n  t h i s  wider  s ense  throughout t h i s  
paper .  

During t h e  imp lan t a t i on  s t a g e  t h e r e  i s  ano the r  
ope ra t i on  i n  p rog re s s .  A s o r t  of ba l l oon  c a l l e d  
t h e  amnio t ic  s a c  (bag of  wate rs )  i s  be ing  formed 
around t h e  baby where he w i l l  f l o a t  f r e e l y .  The 
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amnio t ic  sac se rves  t h e  two-fold purpose of  sepa- 
r a t i n g  t h e  embryo from t h e  mother and p r o t e c t i n g  
him a g a i n s t  i n j u r y .  

During t h i s  same t ime t h e r e  i s  a yroccss  o f  
ntaznif i c e n t  develo~micnt.  A1 1 t h e  organs a r e  de- 
vcloped i n  t h e  embryonic s t a g e  ( f i r s t  two months). 
Only t l te f i n i s h i n g  , p e r f e c t i n g  and growing occur  
du r ing  t h e  f e t a l  s t a g e .  According t o  David l i< ,  
!-lace, a B r i t i s h  s o c i o l o g i s t  : 

By t h e  end of  t h e  e igh th  week, when t h e  embryo 
changes i t s  name and becomes a  f e t u s ,  i t  i s  one 
inch  long,  and now has f u l l  arms and l e g s ,  with 
well-formed f i n g e r s  and t o e s .  The b r a i n  is a t  
work, because e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  can be de t ec -  
t e d  by a machine d o c t ~ r s  use  f o r  t h i s  purpose,  
It i s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  touch - -  if t i c k l e d  an tlae 
nose i t  w i l l  xurn i t s  head away! 

18 was carefully fior;cd by Ds,  itlace, lapon whom 
the above description i s  dependent ,  t h a t  t h e  esn-  
ceived clnH1d i s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  mother, He 
showed how t h e y  have d i f f e r e n t  bloodstreams (of ten  
even d i f f e r e n t  blood types )  and how t h e  amnio t ic  
s a c  completely s e p a r a t e s  t h e  c h i l d  from t h e  mother. 
G e n e t i c i s t s  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  t h e  DNA f a c t o r  i s  s e t t l e d  
i n  t h e  concept ion.  This  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  eon- 
ceived c h i l d  i s  unique and s e p a r a t e  from h i s  mother. 
Yet another  f a c t o r  i s  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h e  c h i l d .  I t  cannot  be  maintained on any medical 
grounds t h a t  t h e  unborn c h i l d  is p a r t  of  t h e  mother 's  
t i s s u e ,  no t  a t  any s t a g e  a f t e r  concept ion.  The 
"mother ' s t i s s u e "  argument i s  " s t r e e t  t a l k r f  and does 
n o t  belong i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  among informed and e t h i -  
c a l  people .  

£laving t h i s  b a s i c  understanding o f  t h e  "Story 
of  L i fe , "  we a r e  ready  t o  cons ide r  t h e  "Story of  
Abortion ." David Mace d e f i n e s  abo r t i on  t h u s  : 

. . . t h e  f a c t  must be faced t h a t  what abo r t i on  
means i s  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  t h e  embryo o r  f e t u s .  
The use  o f  t h i s  unpleasant  word i s  avoided i n  
most d i s cus s ions  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  Even i n  medical 
books t h e  w r i t e r s  speak of  "evacuat ing t h e  con- 

t e n t s  of t h e  u t e rus"  o r  "removing t h e  f e t a l  
t i s s u e . "  Rut it is simply d i shones t  t o  evade 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  embryo o r  f e t u s  is  a l i v e  when 
t h e  ope ra t i on  begins  and dead when it i s  over .  

Thc v a r i o u s  methods of  inducing abo r t i ons  a r e  
wel l  known. Normally t h e  i n t e n t i o n  i n  t h e s e  puo- 
cednrcs ,  with t h e  except ion of hysterotomy, i s  t o  
k i l l  t h e  f e t u s  S O  i t  w i l l  come o u t .  The fou r  cam- 
msnHy used methods of a b o r t i a n  inc lude  DILATION AND 
CURETTAGE, SUCTION CUKETTAGII, SALTING OUT, AND HYS- 
TEROl'ObIY. D i l a t i o n  and c u r e t t a g e  involves  d i l a t i n g  
t h e  u t e r u s  and with a sharp  instrument  sc rap ing  out  
t h e  con ten t s .  I n  t h e  s u c t i o n  c u r e t t a g e  method t h e  
baby i s  t o r n  from t h e  wal l  o f  the u t e r u s  by a  small  
bu t  powerful vacuum c l e a n e r  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  called 
t h e  "baby scrambler ."  711e " s a l t i n g  ou t"  method i s  
t h e  most popular method on bab ie s  over  14 weeks. A 
needle  i s  i n s e r t e d  through t h e  wall o f  t h e  mother 's  
abdomen i n t o  t h e  bag o f  waters .  Through t h e  needle  
a s a l t  s o l u t i o n  i s  i n j e c t e d  which s lowly and pa in-  
f u l l y  k i l l s  tlre baby s o  he w i l l  cone o u t .  Hyster-  
otomy, no t  t o  be conf~lsed with l lysterectomy, i s  
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  Caesar ian d e l i v e r y  except t h e  
baby i n  t h i s  c a s e  i s  incixlerated. 7 

Because t h e r e  i s  confusion about  terminology 
we w i l l  d e f i n e  what we in tend  when we s ~ e a k  of  v a r i -  

1 

ous kinds of  a b o r t i o n s .  The f i r s t  i s  e 

Therapeut ic  a b o r t i o n s  a r e  t hose  performed t o  save  
tlte l i f e  o f  t h e  mother. In r e c e n t  yea r s  t h i s  term 
has  been i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  a wide sense  t o  inc lude  a l s o  
t h e  mother 's  mental h e a l t h ,  and under that  p r e t e x t  
abo r t i ons  have been performed f o r  almost any reason .  
A second term is  induced, This  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  a r t i -  
f i c i a l l y  produced t e rmina t ions  of  t h e  f e t a l  l i f e .  
I t  t e c h n i c a l l y  r e f e r s  t o  a b o r t i o n s  o t h e r  than  t h e r a -  
p e u t i c .  A t h i r d  type  o f  a b o r t i o n  no t  o f t e n  men- 
t i oned  i s  t h e  abo r t i on .  These a r e  psych- 
o l o g i c a l l y  induced a b o r t i o n s  o r  mi sca r r i ages .  Ac- - 
cording t o  Rushdoony t h i s  i s  more common t h a n  we 
r e a l i z e ,  even among p r i m i t i v e  t r i b e s .  8 

Rushdoony a l s o  d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  t h r e e  a t t i t u d e s  
toward abo r t i on ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  a t t i t u d c ,  
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~11icl1 have lieen important  h i s t o r i c a l l y .  '111~  f i r s t  
i s  t h e  " s t a t i s t  concept common t o  P l a t o ,  A r i s t o t l e ,  

--.-- 
and every  c u r r e n t  s o c i a l i s t  o r  welfare s t a t e .  

i s  secondnry t o  i t s  b a s i c  premise t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  
i s  w i t h i n  i t s  moral j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  a 1 e g i s l a t i v t  
manner; t h a t  i s ,  t l ~ c  s t a t e  asstrmcs t h a t  i t s  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  b a s i c ,  and i t s  ~ove rnmen t  over  t h e  
l i f e  o f  man the fundamental and u l t i rna tc  o r d e r  for 
man. IIence the s t a t e  can l e ~ a l i z c  o r  ban abo r t i on  
a s  an ialdcpendent and determinative moral a r h i -  
t e r . "  This  concept  i s  employed by those vllo seek 
a super - race  o r  who seek  t o  c I i n i n a t e  c e r t a i n  d i s -  
eases o r  "weak t r a i t s "  from t h e  popula t ion .  I t  
a l s o  i s  used from t h e  s t andpo in t  o f  economics. Orle 
l e s s  baby i s  t h a t  much l e s s  we l f a r e  payment t o  t l l ~ t  

mother.  

The second a t t i t u d e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  f a m i l i s t  con- 
c e p t ,  makes t h e  "family requirements"  t h e  r u l i n g  
f a c t o r .  This  argument was used by t h e  weal thy 
c l a s s  a t  llonle ~zrhictl wanted t o  l i m i t  t h e  number of  
h e i r s .  I t  i s  one of  t h e  forernost arguments advanced 
f o r  a b o r t i o n  i n  our  count ry  today.  *l'lle i d e a  i s  
nursccl t h a t  ano the r  c h i l d  t 'a t  t h i s  t i n e i *  w i l l  pu t  a 
s t r a i n  upon t h e  o t h e r  rnemliers o f  tile fami ly .  O r  i t  
i s  thaugllt  t h a t  s ince  another  clrild woulJ. p l a c e  a 
f i n a n c i a l  liurden upon the fami ly ,  he should no t  be 
allowed t o  he  born.  

A t h i r d  approach i s  c a l l c d  a t o m i s t i c  l~umanism. -- 
I t  mal,es t f ~ e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e  u l t i m a t e  moral a r b i t e r .  
I t  i s  typ i f iec l  i n  tflc argument of  Ifomen's Lib.  ".4 
wonIan ought t o  have t h e  r i  gl:t t o  do \trllat she \cants 
~ s i t l t  fier own body. " 

The "Story o f  A1)ortiorr'' i s  a loile one d a t i n g  
bacL i n t o  h i s t o r y  3s e a r l y  3s C i r .  1500 E .  C .  'l'he 
Assyri xns For1;ade tklc p r a c t  i c c  of a l ~ o r t  i on,  a s c r i l  J -  

In!: a s  ~ l e n a l t y ,  tleatil. Among t h e  Creeks i n f a n t i -  
c i  r t  e , al~arrdonxitcnt anct a b o r t  i on  were conlJnorl. I' Lato 
and A r i s t o t  1 e nr!vocrctcd sricl~ neasrrres -For pop111 a- 
t i  on c o n t r o l  ( s t a t i s t  concept ) .  I n  Ilome tlic wealtlly 
rcsor tccl  t o  a lwrt ior l  t o  l i r l i t  t l ie ntlrn1,er of' h e i r s  
;ljlioll!i i~-.l~o!r; tlley wcr i~ l< :  l,:lvc t a  divic lc  the- c s t  ate. 

i\n:ong tile s l a v e s ,  ulierr l i f e  was no t  irigllly r e -  
ga rded  anyway, a b o r t i o n  was common. Soranus,  
c a l l e d  t h e  greates t  o f  t h e  Greek gyneco log i s t s ,  
reported t h a t  women r e s o r t e d  t o  abo r t i on  f o r  t h r e e  
main reasons : " t o  remove the evidence of  a d u l t e r y ,  
t o  maintain  feminine beau ty ,  and t o  safeguard t h e  
l i f e  of t h e  woman whose womb was t o o  smal l  t o  c a r r y  
a  chi l d  . ' I  l0 i l ippocra tes ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  in -  
cluded i n  t h e  oa th  s t i l l  t aken  today:  "I w i l l  no t  
g ive  t o  a  woman an  a b o r t i f a c i e n t  pe s sa ry .  In 
pur i ty land  h o l i n e s s  I w i l l  guard my l i f e  and my 
a r t  ." In  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  review D r .  Lloyd A. Kal- 
land makes t h e  fo l l owing  c i t a t i o n s :  

P h i l o  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a t e r r i b l e  p l i g h t  of 
p a r e n t s  who p r a c t i c e d  i n f a n t i c i d e ,  s t r a n g l i n g s  
and drownings, exposing i n  t h e  d e s e r t  a r e a s  t o  
w i l d  b ea s t s ,  e t c .  J u s t i n  claimed t h a t  t h e s e  r,er- 

A 

sons were k i l l e r s  o f  men. Eloreover, i n  t h e  APOL- 
OGY lire read  t h a t  Cla r i s t i ans  were forb idden  t o  
destroy even t h e  f e t u s  ( 9 3 ) .  In t h e  Ilidache o r  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e  
e k i l l e r s  sf 

c l l i ld ren  (5 .2)  . In t h e  L e t t e r  of  Barnabas ( e a r l y  
second cen tury]  we read,  "Thou s h a l t  no t  Till t h e  
f e t u s  by an a b o r t i o n  o r  commit i n f a n t i c i d e "  (19 .5) .  
The same i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was made by T e r t u l l i a n ,  
C p r i a n  and o t h e r s ,  

I n  t h e  Eas te rn  Church,  i n  the  b a s i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  
which was t h e  C a m s m s  o f  S t .  Bascl tElere was a --- 
condemnation wit l t~aut  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of a l l  women 
who c o m i t t e d  a b o r t i o n ,  whatever t h e  s t a t e  o r  
development o f  the f e t u s .  Jn t h e  West Jerome 
a l s o  condemned t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s  means t h a t  
f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and purposes ,  the l i f e - g i v i n g  pro-  
c e s s  was viewed as i d e n t k a l  t o  l i f e  i t s e l f  and 
i t  was e q u a l l y  wrong t o  k i l l  a  f e t u s  as it was t o  
t a k e  t h e  l i f e  of  a  c h i l d .  l2 

The Jloman Church t o  t h i s  day ,  fo l lowing  Augus- 
t i n e  and Thomas Aquinas, r e g a r d s  con t r acep t ion  and 
abo r t i on  t o g e t h e r  a s  a g a i n s t  n a t u r e  and t h e r e f o r e  
equa l t o  murder,  The Reformers $ i f f  e r e n t  i a t e d  be- 
tween con t r acep t ion  and a b o r t i o n ,  f o rb idd ing  t h e  
l a t t e r  hu t  not  t h e  former.  
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sons were k i l l e r s  o f  men. Eloreover, i n  t h e  APOL- 
OGY lire read  t h a t  Cla r i s t i ans  were forb idden  t o  
destroy even t h e  f e t u s  ( 9 3 ) .  In t h e  Ilidache o r  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e  
e k i l l e r s  sf 

c l l i ld ren  (5 .2)  . In t h e  L e t t e r  of  Barnabas ( e a r l y  
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I n  t h e  Eas te rn  Church,  i n  the  b a s i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  
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i t  sucli n e a r l y  unanimous ~ g r e e ~ r i e n t  i 11 t h c  
C!rri s t i a r l  CInlrc!~ u n t i l  tlte p r c s c n t  t i m e  t h a t  abctr- 
t i  oil v;as 1 lomi c i de , i f  n o t  ~: i t~rJcr ,  olrc rioulcl expcct 
t :~~ l  Sc r ip t t i r n l  evidence t o  1:c s u b s t a n t i a l .  Ilrerr 
i s , i io~icver ,  o n l y  orlc ncil t i  on of ahor t i011 i r ~  Scrip-  
t u r e  ~ I I L !  t h a t  i s  iindcr E?eateJ deiiatc cvcl l  ar-long t l ~ c  
e v a n g e l i c a l s .  Yet,  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  do r i n g  c l e a r  
tihen takcrr a s  a \c ' t~ole,  ,-is \.tlc s'rtall see .  

T I .  TlTI:c?I,OGICi?L IrIl?f.JS OF FETAL L I F E ,  

A.  'Tllc S a n c t i t y  of  L i f e .  -- 
The va luc  onc a s s i g n s  t o  Ilumair l i f e  will de- 

pend tq'on one ' s h c l  i e f  about man ' s o r i g i n .  'I'ire 
I r u ~ ~ a n i s t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  wlio d i s coun t s  the s p e c i a l  
c r e a t i o n  by Cod, views man as a "llighly-developed 
animal1; o r  " r a t i o n a l  animal.  The d i s t i n c t i o n  be- 
t ~ ~ c e n  b e a s t  and mail i s  a t  l e a s t  b l u r r e d .  Aboiit l i f e  
t h e  humani s t  b e l i e v e s  : V a n  has  g iven ,  and man has 
taken away, b l e s sed  be man.'' 

From t h e  C h r i s t i a n  s t andpo in t  t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  
ano the r  view. To t h e  c r c a t i o n i s t  , l i . f c  o r i g i n a t e s  
by t h e  s p e c i a l  c r e a t i o n  o f  God. "And tire Lord Cod 
formed niarl ou t  o f  t h e  d ~ i s t  o f  t h e  ground, and 
brea thed  i n t o  h i s  r l o s t r i l s  t l ie b r e a t h  of  l i f e ;  and 
man bccame a l i v i n g  sou l . "  (Genesis 2 : 7 )  Besides 
t h e  s p e c i a l  c a r e  Cod took i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  man, it 
i s  s a i d  t h a t  "God c r e a t e d  man i n  h i s  intage, i n  t h e  
image o f  God c r e a t e d  hc him; male and female c r e -  
a t e d  he them. (Genesis 1 : 27) Without d i s c u s s i n g  
what tlrc ''image ,o f  God" means t o  v a r i o u s  people ,  one 
conc lus ion  cannot  escape u s :  on ly  o f  man i s  it s a i d  
t h a t  he i s  c r e a t e d  "in- t h e  image of God. f t  The t h i r d  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  man is  t h a t  he  was 
a s s ign& t o  t h e  s tewardsh ip  o f  r u l i n g  over  a l l  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n .  I n  t h e  C l i r i s t i an  view, l i f e  
i s  s ac red  f i r s t  o f  a l l  because it o r i g i n a t e s  w i th  
God ou r  Crea tor .  

l l l e  d o c t r i n e  of Redemption a l s o  emphnsizes t h e  
s a n c t i t y  o f  human l i f e .  'The e t e r n a l  Son o f  God en- 
t e r e d  i n t o  humanness, t a k i n g  upon H i m  a human body, 
i n  o r d e r  t o  rcdcem men's bodics  a s  wel l  as s o u l s  from 
ever1 as t i n g  dea th .  Fllrtlicr , t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h c  

body emphasizes t h e  high p r i o r i t y  God h a s  placed 
upon t h e  human body. 

Another dimension %or thy  of n o t e  i s  t h e  i n d i -  
v i d u a l i t y  of  redemption, IJe are no t  redeemed a s  a 
r a c e  bu t  as i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a l l  known and d e s i r e d  by 
t h e  seek ing  Savior  who i s  "not w i l l i n g  t h a t  any 
should perish." 

{\%en we cons ide r  ttlG S c r i p t u r a l  view of  man's 
l i f e ,  we a r e  p u t  on n o t i c e  t h a t  wi th  human l i f e  we 
a r e  d e a l i n g  wi th  something which i s  known and t r e a s -  
ured by God. Any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  i n t e r v e n t i o n  with  
human l i f e  i s  s t r i c t l y  fo rb idden  by God i n  a s p e c i a l  
commandment . Ffurdef-ers f o r f e i t  t h e i r  l i v e s  --  "Who- 
so sheds mani s blood,  by man s h a l l  h i s  blood be shed, " 
(Genesis 9 :6) .  

With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  view o f  t h e  
human body C ,  S. Lewis has  observed:  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  almost t h e  on ly  one of t h e  g r e a t  
r e l i g i o n s  which thoroughly approves of  t h e  body -- 
which b e l i e v e s  t h a t  m a t t e r  i s  good, t h a t  God ki im-  
s e l f  once took on a I-iuman body, t h a t  some kind of  
body i s  going t o  b e  g iven  t o  us even i n  heaven and 
is going t o  be an e s s e n t i a l  a r t  o f  our  happiness ,  
our  beau ty ,  and our  energy,  ?3 

B.  The B i b l i c a l  View sf t h e  Fe tus .  

More p e r t i n e n t  t o  ou r  s t udy  i s  t h e  B i b l e ' s  view 
of  t h e  f e t u s  or" t h e  ~ilraborn. Does t h e  Bible cons ide r  
t h e  f e t u s  t o  be l i f e  corning under  the p r o t e c t i o n  of 
t h e  f i f t h  commandment? 

One o f  t h e  main t e x t s  involved i s  Exodus 21322- 
23 : 

If men s t r i v e  and h u r t  a woman with  c h i l d ,  s o  
t h a t  lrer f r u i t  d e p a r t  from h e r  and y e t  no m i s -  
c h i e f  f o l l ow ,  he  s h a l l  s u r e l y  be punished,  accord-  
ing  a s  t h e  woman's husband w i l l  l a y  upon him; and 
he s h a l l  pay as t h e  judges de te rmine .  If any m i s -  
c h i e f  f o l l ow ,  t hen  thou s h a l t  g i v e  l i f e  f o r  l i f e .  
(A.V.) 

Two major i n t e r ~ t r c t a t i o n s  have been o f f e r e d :  
(a) I f  a pregnant  woman i s  i n j u r e d  by men f i g h t i n g  
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s o  t h a t  she  m i s c a r r i e s ,  g i v e s  b i r t h  t o  a s t i l l b o r n  
baby,  o r  i s  l t e r s e l f  i n j u r e d ,  a f i n e  s h a l l  be as- 
sessed  by t l ie husband and a r b i t r a t e d  by judgcs.  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i f  "mischief" fo l lows  t o  t h e  
mother ,  t h a t  i s ,  i f  she  d i e s ,  t h e  pena l t y  of  " l i f e  
f o r  l i f e "  s h a l l  be ass igned .  (b )  ?'he second viet i  
assumes t h a t  i n  some c a s e s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  c h i l d  could 
be born premature ly ,  bu t  unharmed. In t i iesc  c a s e s  
t h e  pena l t y  a s  t h e  i~usband and judgcs dctcrriiine 
s h a l l  be ass igned  as damages f o r  t h e  trauma. I n  
a l l  o t h e r  c a se s  where t h e  f e t u s  o r  motller do no t  
l i v e  t h e  p e n a l t y  o f  ' . l i f e  f o r  l i f e '  s h a l l  be as -  
s igned .  

'l'he con t roversy  c e n t e r s  i n  tiic expression 
' 3  -r r :  I r +  : A l a rgenumber ,  i f n o t  

t h e  ma i d r i t y  , of  modern i n t e r p r e t e r s  t r a n s l a t e  t h i s  . - 

"miscaEries.l '  ~f t hey  a r e  rinllt i n  t h i s  t r a n s l a -  
t i o n ,  t hen ,  of course-  t h e  fc tGs  alrinys d i e s  and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  " l i f e  f o r  l i f e "  p e n a l t y  i s  n o t  always 
s p e c i f i e d  i n d i c a t e s  a B i b l i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
f e t a l  l i f e  and maternal  l i f e .  The problem wi th  t h i s  
e x e g e s i s ,  however, i s  t h a t  YI'LEI) i s  never rlscd i n  
tho  Old Testament t o  d e s c r i l ? ~  an  urlfor~rted f e t u s  a s  
i n  tfie c a se  of  a mi sca r r i age .  I t  a l ~ i a y s  r e f e r s  t o  
t h e  b i r t h  of a developed c l l i l d ,  normal d e l i v e r y .  
1:c >rev ,docs have a verb  t~ll icll  means t o  rriiscrrrry 6 ( - ) and whicil i s  used c l s c ~ l i c r e  by :loses (Ex. 
23 : 2 6 ) .  But lie does no t  u se  i t  he r e .  

In o t h e r  rcorcls, \<lint should h c  understooci from 
t h e  o rd ina ry  and hriotin u se  of t l lc words i s  t h c  b i r t h  
of a living c l l i ld  1)rought on l i r e m n t ~ ~ r c l y  by t h e  blow. 
In every  ca se  a  f i n e  ~ o u l d  be imposed f o r  t h e  1)lntC. 
Rut i f  e i t he r  c h i l d  01: mother o r  bo th  a r c  tiarrncd o r  
d i e ,  t h e  g u i l t y  par t ) .  s l i a l l  h e  r epa id  i n  k ind ,  ". . . 
l i f e  f o r  l i f e ,  eye f o r  eye ,  t o o t h  f o r  t o o t h ,  . . ." 

The ic!ea of mi sca r r i age  even m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  
tlre con t ex tua l  evidcnce f o r  i t  says  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
case ". . .and ye t  no misch ie f  (harm) fo l lo rs . .  . "  A 
misca r r i age  and sul,sequent l o s s  of t h e  c l i i ld  would 
have  t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  ca tegory  of  "h;inn." Tile b i r t h  
of a normal, l j v e  baby i s  the on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  f i t s  
t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  and contcx tun l  evirtence. 'Ihosc who 
f avo r  t h e  niiscrzrri aye i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e  fo rced  t o  

3(k1 "o ther i1  o r  "fi ir t l ler" t o  t h e  second p a r t  o f  t h e  
v e r s e  t o  make i t  a1q)ea-r a s  thougit t h e  t e x t  d i s t i n -  
gu ishcs  between degrees  of  harm: ". . . s o  t h e r e  i s  
no f u r t l l e r  h a r m .  . . " 14 -- 

Our conc lus ion  i s  t h i s :  i n  p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
p e n a l t y  of dea th  f o r -  caus ing  t h e  dea th  o f  t h e  f e t u s  
this  passage equa t e s  f e t a l  l i f e  w i t h  maternal  l i f e .  
In  so  doing i t  comes t o  t h e  same conclusiolr  as mod- 
ern medical s c i e n c e ,  nameliy, t h a t  when a  new i n d i -  
v idua l  has been conceived i t  i s  a l i f e ,  a human 
f i f e .  

Jack  W. C o t t r e l l  w r i t i n g  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  Today 
draws t h i  s s i g n i f i c a n t  conc lus ion :  

. . , i f  t h i s  view af Exodus 21:22-23 is  c o r r e c t ,  
then  one can no longer  f i n d  h e r e  a b i b l i c a l  j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  foas l i b e r a l i z i n g  abortion laws. And i f  
it cannot be found here, then it  can be found no- 
where i n  Scripture, fo r  there does no t  seem t o  be 
any o t h e r  passage t o  which any serious a13peal h a s  
been o r  can h e  made f o r  t h i s  purpose.  15 

Though Exodus 2 1 : 2 2 f f  i s  t h e  on ly  passage  which 
t r e a t s  o f  a b o r t i o n  d i r e c t l y ,  t h c r e  a r e  many passages  
which speak o f  t h e  axnborn, 

For thou Elast 'possessed (formed) my r e i n s :  thou  
h a s t  covered me ( k n i t  me t o g e t h e r )  i n  my mother ' s  
womb. I w i l l  p r a i s e  t h e e :  f o r  I am f e a r f u l l y  and 
wonderful ly  made: marve l lous  a r e  t h y  works and 
t h a t  my s o u l  knoweth r i g h t  w e l l .  My subs tance  was 
no t  h id  from t h e e ,  when I was made i n  s e c r e t ,  and 
c u r i o u s l y  wrought i n  t h e  lowest  p a r t s  of t h e  e a r t h  
( i n  t h e  womb). Thine eyes  d i d  s e e  my subs tance ,  
y e t  being u n p e r f e c t ;  and i n  thy  book a l l  my mem- 
b e r s  were w r i t t e n ,  which i n  cont inuance  were f a sh -  
ioned,  when a s  y e t  t h e r e  was none of them. (Psalm 
139) 

17te f a s t  v e r s e  i s  m i s t r a n s l a t e d  i n  t h e  AV. In  t h e  
llSV it r e a d s :  "Thine eyes  behe ld  my unformed sub- 
s t a n c e ;  i n  t h y  hook were w r i t t e n ,  every  one of  them, 
t h e  days t h a t  were formed f o r  me when a s  y e t  t h e r e  
was none of  them." The s ense  is  t h a t  among t h e  days 
of  Cod's p lanning ,  t h e r e  i s  one d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of David. The i d e a  is t h a t  every th ing  h a s  



s o  t h a t  she  m i s c a r r i e s ,  g i v e s  b i r t h  t o  a s t i l l b o r n  
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i t s  beginning,  development and completion accord- 
i n s  t o  God's c r e a t i v e  counse l .  The I'saln~ p r a i s e s  
God f o r  liis omniscience,  omnipresence and omni- 
potence.  I n  H i s  omrlipotencr lle knew ])avid even be- 
f o r e  lie c r ea t ed  him and \tltii l e  116 was being c r e a t e d  
i n  t h e  womb, even x l i i l e  yet '*unformed ." Even then  
David was a person ,  a person i n  t h e  making perhaps ,  
bu t  a person none the l e s s .  

Other  passages  y i c l d  much t h e  same thought :  

Thine flancis have made mc and fash ioned  me t o -  
g e t h e r  round about ;  y e t  thou d o s t  d e s t r o y  me. 
Remember, T beseech t hee ,  t h a t  thou h a s t  made 
me as the  c l a y ;  and w i l t  thou b r i n g  mc i n t o  d u s t  
aga in?  I f a s t  thou no t  poured me ou t  as mi lk ,  and 
cu rd l ed  me l i k e  cheese? Thou h a s t  c lo thed  me 
wi th  s k i n  and f l e s h ,  and h a s t  fenced me wi th  
hones and s inews.  (Job l0:8-11)  

b i d  n o t  he t h a t  made me i n  t h e  womb make him? ---___-_- --L_--..I__I_- 

and d i d  not  one f a sh ion  us  i n  t h e  womb? (Job 
31 : 15) 

l'tius s a i t h  t h e  I,ord t h a t  made t h e e ,  and formed 
t h c e  from t h e  womb. . .Tllt~s s a i t h  t h e  Lord, t h y  
redeemer,  and he711:it formed t h e e  from t h e  womb. . 
( I s a i a h  44:2,24) 

The word of  t h e  Lord came t o  me say ing :  Before 
I formed tl iee i n  t h e  b e l l y ,  I knew t h e e ;  and be- - -- 
f o r e  tl:ou car?est fort11 ou t  of  t h e  womb I s a n c t i -  
f i e d  t h e e ,  and I ordained t h e e  a jirophet un to  t h e  
n a t i o n s .  (Jeremiah 1 :4 ,5)  

Because he slew me no t  from t h e  worrll,; o r  t h a t  my 
mother might i ~ a v c b e e n  my grave ,  and he r  won111 t o  
be a l w y s  g r e a t  ui t l r  me. lnicrcfore  came I f o r t h  
ou t  of  t h e  womb t o  s e e  l abo r  and sorrow, $ha t  niy 
dxys should be consumed with  shame? (.Jeremiah 
20:17,18) 

I n  t h e s e  passages  personhood i s  reckoned from 
t h e  t ime when tl-ie f e t u s  was y e t  "unformed." J e r e -  
miali even seems t o  speak o f  h i s  o r i g i n  with  God a s  
go ing  hack heyond h i s  concept ion .  lie speaks of  t h e  
won111 ns  a p o t c n t i n l  g rave ,  implying t h a t  t h e  f e t u s  

i s  n s e p a r a t e ,  l i v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l .  

A unique bu t  important  tlilonght i s  added by 
David i n  Psalm 51:3,  where h e  t r a c e s  t h e  o r i g i n  of  
s i n  i n  h i s  f l e s h  t o  h i s  concept ion .  ("Betiold I was 
shapen i n  i n i q u i t y ,  and i n  s i n  d i d  my mother con- 
c e i v e  me.") lSould anyone d i s p u t e  t h a t  David viewed 
h i s  beginning and concept ion a s  i d e n t i c a l ?  

To t h i s  l i s t  of  0 .  T. passages  we should a l s o  
add t h e  important  thought t h a t  concept ion i t se l f  was 
viewed a s  a g i f t  o f  God, David Mace makes t h i s  obser -  
v a t i o n :  

I t  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  Hebrew b e l i e f  
about  c l l i l d r en  t h a t  t hey  a r e  n o t  simply t h e  r e -  
s u l t  o f  s exua l  union,  bu t  a d i r e c t  g i f t  o f  God ... 
The Kiblc  does  n o t  c o n t e s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
is  a causa l  connec t ion  between sexua l  i n t e r c o u r s e  
and concept ion ,  b u t  i t  den i e s  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  i s  
i n e v i t a b l e ,  o r  t h a t  p a r e n t s  pos se s s  t h e  power t o  
ensure  i t .  l6 

Thus Eve s a y s :  "I have g o t t e n  a man from t h e  Lord.. ." 
(Gen. 4 : l f ; S a r a i ,  ". . . t h e  Lord hat11 r e s t r a i n e d  me 
from bear ing  ..." (Gen. 16 :2 ) ;  "God opened Leah's 
womb , . . " (Gen , 29 : 31) ; "And when t h e  Lord saw t h a t  
Leah was ha t ed ,  he  opened h e r  womb; bu t  Rachel was 
bar ren ."  (Gen, 3 0 : 2 2 ) .  

The Ilebrews regarded  motherhood as t h e  f u l f i l l -  
ment of a woman's l i f e .  Pious Jewish women f a n d l y  
hoped t o  become t h e  mother o f  t h e  promised Seed. 
Barrenness was regarded as a c u r s e  from God and r e -  
f l e c t e d  d i r e c t l y  upon t h e  woman. Chi ld ren  were a 
h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  Lord, no t  an unwanted inconvenience 
a s  we hea r  from ou r  contemporar ies .  

From t h i s  s t udy  of  0 .  T. passages  we draw t h e s e  
conc lus ions :  (a )  A l l  concept ion i s  regarded a s  God's 
g i f t .  (b) God i s  recognized a s  t h e  Crea to r  o f  t h e  
f e t u s .  (c )  Personhood i s  n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  any 
p o i n t  such a s  b i r t h  o r  "quickening" bu t  i s  assumed 
from concept ion (or  even be fo re )  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  
God. 

In t h e  P:ew Testament t h e  Inca rna t i on  of  C h r i s t  
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In t h e  P:ew Testament t h e  Inca rna t i on  of  C h r i s t  



Iceomes t h e  most convincing argument f o r  the l i f e  of 
t h e  f e t u s ,  Ilis I n c a r ~ t a t i o n  liad t o  b e g i n  when ffe was 
"conceived of t h e  IIoly Ghost .' ' This  i s  borne ou t  
t o o  i n  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t lai . . ;  miraculous coneept i  on 
FIary v i s i t e d  E l i zabe th  who was s i x  months pregnant  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  Another miraeulons t h ing  happened when 
t h e  f e t u s  (EIIEl'IIOS) gave r ecogn i t i on  t o  t h e  newly con- 
ce ived  Lord by k ick ing  v i o l e n t l y  i n  h i s  mother ' s  
womb. l4 

The New Testament a l s o  emphasizes t h e  d o c t r i n e  
of God's foreknowledge and e l e c t i o n  o f  u s  be fo re  our  
t ime.  Our personhood i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  with God from 
e t e r n i t y  t o  e t e r n i t y .  "According a s  he has  chosen us 
i n  him be fo re  t h e  foundat ion o f  t h e  world,  t h a t  we 
should he ho ly  and without  blame be fo re  him i n  love:  
having p redes t i ned  u s  un to  t h e  adopt ion of  c h i l d r e n  
by J e s u s  C h r i s t  t o  h imse l f ,  according t o  t h e  good 
p l e a s u r e  o f  h i s  w i l l . . . 1 f  (Ephesians 1:4,5)  

One summary s ta tement  w i l l  s u f f i c e .  I f  any 
po in t  of  beginning o t h e r  than  concept ion can be d e t e r -  
mined on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  New Testament o r  t h e  Old 
Testament,  i t  would have t o  be p r i o r  t o  concept ion and 
not  a f t e r .  

C .  The Sot11 and t h e  Fe tus .  

A t h e o l o g i c a l  ques t i on  which i s  thought t o  have 
bea r ing  upon t h e  abo r t i on  i s s u e  is  t h e  ques t i on  of  
\dlen t h e  sou l  e n t e r s  t h e  body. For some t h e  whole 
m a t t e r  f i n a l l y  h inges  upon t h i s .  D r .  C r i swe l l ,  f o r -  
mer p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention and 
p a s t o r  of  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Da l l a s ,  s a i d  
of  t h e  c o u r t ' s  r u l i n g :  "I have always f e l t  t h a t  it 
was on ly  a f t e r  a c h i l d  was born and had l i f e  s e p a r a t e  
from i t s  mother t h a t  it became an ind iv idua l  person,  
and i t  has  always, t h e r e f o r e ,  seemed t o  me t h a t  what 
i s  b e s t  f o r  t h e  mother and f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  should be 
allowcd. t 1  l8 \Ye s h a l l  s e e  l a t e r  t h a t  I1.F.E. Gard- 
n e r  , a B r i t i s h  ordained clcrgjman and gynecologis t ,  
seems t o  dec ide  the ques t i on  a l s o  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
\vllen t h e  so111 e n t e r s  t h e  body. 

Tllcrc a r c  l l i s t o r i c a l l y  two d ivergent  v i  cws a s  
t o  tlie o r i g i n  of  the soul  - -  l 'raducinnism and Crea- 

t i o ~ l i s m .  The former holcls t l m t  t h e  soul  i s  passed 
on fror~t 1)arents t o  c h i l d  a s  i s  t h e  body. A v a r i a n t  
of t h i s  i s  " s p i r i t u a l "  'I'racluciani,.;ln, t h e  view t h a t  
t h e  so111 o f  t h e  c h i l d  i s  passcd on from t h e  s o u l s  
o f  t h e  parents . l9 Creat ionism i s  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  
a t  sorile time God s p e c i a l l y  c r e a t e s  t i le sou l  and 
t h a t  t h e  t i n e  of c r e a t i o n  i s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  con- 
nected with concept ion .  Although most hold t h a t  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  soul  and concept ion co inc ide ,  
many argue vehemently f o r  a l a t e r  t ime.  Sonlc p l ace  
it a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  f i f t h  day ( imp lan t a t i on ) ,  o t h e r s  
a t  "quickenizlg," some r e l a t e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  soul 
wi th  t l ic development o f  t h e  nervous system and somc 
b e l i e v e  ensoulment t a k e s  p l a c e  when t h c  baby t a k e s  
i t s  f i r s t  b r e a t h .  20 

A r i s t o t l c  had proposed t h e  t heo ry  t h a t  i n  t h e  
ear ly  s t a g e s  t h e  unborn chi. l d  had a "vegetable  soul"  
(without  s e n s a t i o n  and movement). La t e r  it developed 
an "animal soul"  (with f e e l i n g  and movement). Fin- 
a l l y  it came t o  pos se s s  a human o r  " r a t i o n a l  soul ."  
According t o  h i s  t heo ry  t h e  change from "vegetable  
soult,' t o  "animal soul"  took p l a c e  a f t e r  40 days f o r  
t h e  male and 80-90 days f o r  t h e  female.  Possession 
o f  t h e  " r a t i o n a l  soul"  was equated wi th  t h e  f u l l  f o r -  

21 mation of  t he  body. 

John Warwick Flontgomery says  t h a t  "c rea t ion-  
i s m "  i s  ttie p o s i t i o n  he ld  by Pe l ag ius ,  P e t e r  Lombard, 
S t .  Thomas and t h e  Roman Ca tho l i c  o rd ina ry  magis te r -  
ium, and by most C a l v i n i s t s .  "Rugustine, i n  oppss- 
i n g  t h e  Pe lag ians  and i n  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  on man's 
t o t a l  d e p r a v i t y ,  he ld  t o  genera t ion ism ( s p i r i t u a l  
Traducianism), a s  d i d  Luther and most t heo log ians  
in f luenced  by him." 22 Lutheran theo log ians  have he ld  
t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  ensoulment i s  an "open ques t ion"  
which c nna t  be s e t t l e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of S c r i p t u r a l  
d a t a .  29 

\$%at must be avoided with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  ensoul-  
ment i s s u e  i s  what D r .  Gardner h a s  done i n  dec id ing  
t h e  c a s e  f o r  a b o r t i o n  because o f  h i s  c r e a t i o n i s t  and 
l a t e  ensoulment b e l i e f ,  D r .  Gardner dese rves  our  r e s -  
p e c t  f o r  h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  f o r  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
bo th  f i e l d s  involved i n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  and 
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s c i e n t i f i c ,  and f o r  h i s  s e n s i t i v i t y .  IIe pe rmi t s  
abo r t i on  only i n  what he cons ide r s  t o  be t h e  most 
u rgent  c a s e s .  Ncve r t l~e l e s s  we beg t o  d i f f e r  with 
t h i s  l ea rned ,  r e v e r e n t  man when he determines l a t e  
ensoulment because o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  problems: twin- 
n ing ,  f e t a l  wastage and __- i n  v i t r o  concept ions.  Twin- 
ning t a k e s  p l a c e  up t o  two weeks a f t e r  concept ion 
and opens t h e  ques t i on  of whether tlre soul  a l s o  d i -  
v i d e s .  F e t a l  wastage is t h e  term desc r ib ing  t h e  
n a t u r a l  mi sca r r i ages  which occur  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
s t a g e s  of  pregnancy and wi thout  t h e  knowledge of t h e  
mother i n  most ca se s .  F igures  on f e t a l  wastage range 
f r o m l o t o  5 0 k o f a l l c o n c c p t i o n s .  _ _ _  I n v i t r o  concep- 
t i o n s  a r e  t h e  succes s fu l  f e r t i l i z a t i o n s  of an ovum 
o u t s i d e  t h e  human body. Ga rdne r l s  argument i s  t h a t  
s i n c e  up t o  50% o f  a l l  concept ions end i n  n a t u r a l  
mi sca r r i ages ,  i f  t h e  soul  en te red  a t  concept ion,  
heaven would be f u l l  of unformed enlbryos. Such an 
argument would seem t o  be ou t  o f  p l a c e  s i n c e  it could 
be app l i ed  a s  e a s i l y  t o  o t h e r  s t a g e s  of  l i f e .  For 
i n s t a n c e ,  wikl an o ld  person r e t a i n  h i s  o ld  wrinkled 
I~ody i n  heaven? I S i l l  a  baby be a  grown person? \tho 
bu t  God can speak of  such ma t t e r s?  The c a s e  made by 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  personl~ood even be fo re  concept ion 
b e a r s  more c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  op in ian  of t h e  
w r i t e r ,  than  t h e s e  mys t e r i e s .  

D r .  Alvin J .  Schmidt 's  s ta tement  seems t o  p u t  
t h e  sou l  ques t i on  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e :  

\:%ether t h e  f e t u s  i n h e r i t s  h i s  sou l  from h i s  par -  
e n t s  (Traducianism) o r  whether t h e  soul  i s  c r ea -  
t e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a t  some p o i n t  between concept ion 
and b i r t h  (c rea t ion ism o r  concreat ionism) cannot 
be  decided from S c r i p t u r a l  d a t a .  F ranc i s  P ieper  
c o r r e c t l y  c a l l s  it an open ques t ion .  The impor- 
t a n t  t h i n g  i s  n o t  - when God g ives  man a  s o u l ,  but  
how God views t h e  f e t u s  du r ing  any s t a g e  o f  t h e  - I _ _  

g e s t a t i o n a l  p e r i o d T  

I t  i s  t h e  op in ion  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  t r a d -  
i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  a b o r t i o n ,  except  
t o  save t h e  mother 's  l i f e  ( t h e r a p e u t i c ) ,  is c o r r e c t  
i n  t h e  v i e v  of S c r i p t u r e .  Medical knowledge o f  t h e  
f e t u s  suppor t s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e .  Never should abo r t i on  
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be  thought of a s  an ope ra t i on  t o  remove unwanted 
" t i s s u e . "  I t  i s  t h e  removal o f  an unwanted person.  
Gene t i ca l l y  t h e  f e t u s  is  unique, a  combination of 
23 c ~ ~ ~ ~ m o s o m e s  from t h e  f a t h e r  and 23  from t h e  
mother. I t s  systems, even blood,  a r e  s epa ra t e .  I t  
i s  without  doubt l i v i n g .  What, t hen ,  could p o s s i b l y  
be t h e  reason  f o r  changing t h e  law t o  permit  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  new being? Does no t  t h i s  he lp-  
l e s s  f e t u s  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  under t h e  
law? Is it no t  a  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  God t o  i n t e r -  
r u p t  t h e  l i f e  IIe has  c r ea t ed?  

Although t h e  answers t o  t h e s e  ques t i ons  may be 
c l e a r  t o  some, t hey  a r e  no t  c l e a r  t o  a l l  Americans. 
Thc f a c t  i s  t h a t  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  January 1973 U.S. 
Supreme Court d e c i s i o n  (Roe vs. Wade) t h e r e  a r e  no 
laws r e s t r i c t i n g  who may have an abo r t i on  dur ing  t h e  
f i r s t  s i x  months o f  a  pregnancy. The only  s t i p u l a -  
t i o n s  remaining p e r t a i n  t o  where t h e  abo r t i on  may be  
performed and who may perform it. Though t h e  h igh  
c o u r t  dismissed t h e  c e n t r a l  ques t i on  say ing:  "We 
need not  dec ide  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  ques t i on  of when l i f e  
begins .  . . ", 25  i t  neve r the l e s s  d i d  r e s o l v e  t h i s  
ques t ion  s e t t i n g  an a r b i t r a r y  " v i a b i l i t y "  a t  about  
27 weeks. 

S t r i pp ing  t h e  unborn of  any r i g h t s  whatsoever 
t h e  cou r t  dec la red  t hey  do n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  "persons1* 
under t h e  U.S. c o n s t i t u t i o n .  On t h i s  b a s i s  t h e  cou r t  
could f u r t h e r  conclude t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  unborn a r e  non- 
persons,  t o  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  a  woman's r i g h t  t o  have an 
abo r t i on  i s  an encroachment upon h e r  " r i g h t  t o  p r i -  
vacy." "This r i g h t  o f  p r ivacy  ... i s  broad enough t o  
encompass a  woman's d e c i s i o n  whether o r  no t  t o  te rmi-  
n a t e  h e r  pregnancy," J u s t i c e  Blackmun wrote i n  t h e  
ma jo r i t y  op in ion .  

A l l  e x i s t i n g  laws l i m i t i n g  abo r t i on  were s t r u c k  
down by t h e  c o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n .  The s t a t e  may no t  i n -  
t e r f e r e  with a  woman and h e r  p h y s i c i a n ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
abo r t  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  months o f  pregnancy. 
During t h e  second t r i m e s t e r  t h e  s t a t e  mav on lv  reeu-  
l a t e  t h e  "abor t ion  t o  ( t he )  e x i e n t  ;hatothe 
r e g u l a t i o n  reasonably  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and 
p r o t e c t i o n  of  ---- materna l  h e a l t h .  It 27 (Empllasis added) . 



s c i e n t i f i c ,  and f o r  h i s  s e n s i t i v i t y .  IIe pe rmi t s  
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During tlic l a s t  t h r e e  niolltlls o f  preznancy t h e  s t a t e  
may p rosc r i  h c  ~ 1 ) o r t  i on "except when necessary t o  
preserve  t h e  l i f e  o r  tllc licaltli of t t i e  7 8  

'r1:e ~ i i d c  i n t c r p r c t a t i o t l  givcn t o  t he  term "1lc:iltfl 
o f  t h e  motfier" j>rott!r well a l l o l ~ s  f o r  abortiolr even 
t o  tho  end of t h e  n i n t h  month. 

I t  appears  from t h e  c o u r t ' s  dec is ion  t h a t  wc a r e  

p o i n g  t o  I~ave  t o  tal,c a dccper look n t  \chat 'ifitman" 
'3 

mcatrs, xIxn l i f c  begins ,  ant1 whether o r  not  s o c i e t y  

h a s  t h e  r ig l i t  t o  d ispose  of some of i t s  memljcrs. 

'I'hcrc a r e  t h r e e  schools  of thought about what i s  
lllnnan : t h e  genet i c  school , tile developn~cntal school ,  
and t h e  s o c i a l  consequences scIiool. '1-he gene t i c  
scllool d e f i ~ ~ c s  Iltln~an l i f e  i n  terms of gene t i c  makeup. 
For i n s t ance ,  t h e  human being i s  J i s t inpuis i lcd  fro111 a 
spec i e s  of r?onhc)-s b c c n ~ ~ s c  of i t s  gene t i c  mal;cllp. 
7'liis gene t i c  rn~thcilll i s  p re scn t  a t  concept ion,  com- 
i l l e t c ly  i z e s e n t .  I t  t l i s t i n y u i ~ l l e s  tlie i nd iv idua l  fro111 
a l l  o t h e r  spcc i c s  and cven from a l l  ot!ters t ~ i t h i n  i t s  
o m  s-ocxies. I t  i s  obviorlsllr l i v i n g . .  Thcreforc,  i t  
1135 I~~rma~l-riess and l i f c .  I t  i s  I~u~ylall l i f e .  

'i'lle clcvclol~r,~cntal sc;lool 1,eliexrcs t h a t  human 
l i f e  cannot I)e ~lcf ir ied en ly  i n  terms of  gene t i c s .  Ac- 
c o r i t i r l ~  t o  t h i s  view i t  becorncs human a t  some l a t e r  
s t a g e  than conception. 'I ' l l t  G .  S .  Suprernc Cotlrt seccls 
t o  11;ive adoptecl this t l ~ e o r ) ~  i n  p a r t  hy d iv id ing  tire 
.s ix  mor~th f e t u s  f r o n  t h e  l a t e r  one saying t h a t  "at~out  
s i x  non t l~s"  tlic f e t u s  beco~ies  "vi;ible," a t c m  which 
v:as definect 3s  a b l c  t o  have "meaningful l i f e  a p a r t  
froin tfie I -~ot l ie r . "  This i s  l ~ y  no means c? nelc theory  
3 s  lie flave seen from 1 4 r i s t o t l c ' s  "vegetable ,  animal,  
human s o u l s .  " Throu~1:out I-ii~t ory "quickening" has 
been cq i~ntcd  \(it11 l i f c  and tire "formcd" o r  "unformed" 
c l a s s i f  i c a t i  on has bccn tlie dec id ing  f a c t o r  f o r  
o t h e r s .  Advocates of t h c  developmental scl7ool speak 
of t h e  f e t ~ t s  a s  "po ten t i a l  l i f c . "  D r .  :f. 0. Vincent,  
;t tloctor of i n t e r n 3  1 neclicine and psychi a t r y  , \iltoso 
cssajr "Ps)-clli n t r i c  Ind ica t ions  f o r  ' l ' l~ernpcutic Abor- 
t i o n s  and Stcr i  l i z a t i o n  ," i 5 publ i shed  i r l  I:Il:'I'II C(fS- 

TROL AND THE CIIRISTIAN, eva lua t e s  t h e  concept of 
"po ten t i a l  l i f e "  a s  fo l lows  : 

T h i s  ( p o t e n t i a l  l i f e )  appears  t o  be t h e  most 
conunon p o s i t i o n  anlong medical people today. JIoru- 
eve r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  most a f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d i s -  
' t inguisll ing p o t e n t i a l  l i f e  from a c t u a l  l i f e  a r e  
extremely a r b i t r a r y .  Other terms such a s  pr imi-  
t i v e  l i f e ,  unconscious l i f c ,  i n sensa t e  l i f e  a r e  
used t o  convey t h e  thought t h a t  t h e  f e t u s  i s  not  
j u s t  an organ of  t h e  mother, bu t  a t  t h e  same time 
somehow is not  r e a l l y  l i f e .  In  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  it 
i s  a pu re ly  a r b i t r a r y  d e c i s i o n  as t o  what p o i n t  
l i f e  i s  s a i d  t o  begin,  wheth r it is a t  b i r t h ,  
28 weeks, quickening,  e t c .  2 5  

Ilr. Vincent no tes  t h a t  t h i s  f f p o t e n t i a l  l i f e "  view i s  
t h e  one he ld  by t h e  major i ty  of  North American psy- 
c h i a t r i s t s ,  t oo ,  

Ilr. Paul Jewet t  asks  a  ques t ion  whj-ch e a s i l y  
p u t s  t h e  "po ten t i a l  l i f e "  argument "on t h e  ropes":  

Since t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u t u r e  development i s  a l -  
ready p re sen t  i n  t h e  f e r t i l i z e d  egg as well  as i n  
t h e  new-born c h i l d ,  should we permit  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
with an ind iv idua l  l i f e  a t  an e a r l i e r  s tage but  
not a t  a l a t e r  one? And i f  s o  can we draw any 
l i n e ?  30 

If t h e  developmental view is  a r b i t r a r y ,  then 
t h e  s o c i a l  consequences o r  f f f u n c t i o n a l i s t T 1  view is  
t o t a l l y  without  redemption f o r  it adds whole new 
dimensions t o  t h e  term a r b i t r a r y .  I t  does not  speak 
well  f o r  t h e  f i e l d s  of  soc io logy  and psych ia t ry ,  much 
l e s s  f o r  t h e  U.S. Supreme Court ,  t h a t  they should 
choose t h i s  nebulous r o u t e .  \?hat arrogance! Inher- 
e n t  i n  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  d ispose  of 
human beings who do no t  meet t h e  i n t o l e r a b l y  a r b i t r a r y  
s tandards  of  "human l i f e "  l a i d  down by t h e  c u r r e n t  s e t  
o f  "experts ."  Euthanasia  and t h e  e l imina t ion  of  o t h e r  
c l a s s e s  o r  r a c e s  of  so -ca l l ed  u s e l e s s  human beings i s  
made acceptab le  by t h i s  whitewash. 

John :~lontgomery i s  a t  h i s  b e s t  i n  answering t h i s  
view: 
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TROL AND THE CIIRISTIAN, eva lua t e s  t h e  concept of 
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c l a s s e s  o r  r a c e s  of  so -ca l l ed  u s e l e s s  human beings i s  
made acceptab le  by t h i s  whitewash. 

John :~lontgomery i s  a t  h i s  b e s t  i n  answering t h i s  
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i s t ,  cvcn from a t o t a l  l y  sec l l l a r  I, l i i i p o i ~ ~ t ,  
tI;e ''f-tlrict i o n a l i s t '  c l t ' f i  lli  ion of ~11311 \ti 11  n o t  
1 .  ! , I l r ? t  funct i 011s t i i  1 f be r e g a r d e d  as  t r n l  y 
;,~lrnan - - a s s  i rlc ciui b u s  nun f o r  gerl-rl i ne hu1;;ani t ~ r ?  

'Iovernent ? (Lut t\ft:tt ci1)01it t o t  ;il j :a raIys i  s? )  
I n t t  11 i eence?  (!3ut \ t , l in t  do!:rec of i t ? )  Person- 
hood cscnpcs 31 1 such def  ini ti 01131 a t  t s ,  ; inJ  

the reason appears t o  ite t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  3 

trnnsccnclent a f f a i r :  'I'l~e s t i l t j cc t ive  " I 1 '  c a n  
r l t v c r  be t o t a l  1:' o b j e c t i f i e d  without  de s t roy ing  
i t .  I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  then one can h a r d l y  look f o r  
t lie o r i  g i  n p o i n t  o f  perso~iiloocl anywhere o t  hc r  than  
a t  t h e  mon~cnt when a l l  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  nece s sa ry  
f o r  i t s  f u n c t i o n i n g  e n t e r  t h e  p i c t r ~ r e  : namely, 
a t  concc])t i on.  

' l l~eo log i  c a l l ) .  , t l ie nrguocnt i s  even s t r o n g e r .  
:Ian i s  no t  man I~ecausc of wliat lie does  or accom- 
17 1 i sl:es . I!c i s clan h c c a ~ l s c  God r:lnde iii;:. . Tliougli 
tlic l i t t l e  chi ld  ciIp,a::c; only  a 1ii: i i ted r a n g e  o f  
11un:arl activities, ' Jesus used l ~ i r i  a s  t i le niodcl f o r  
the  ! in!rr!o~rl. . . i  l o rcovcr ,  t11c I< ib l t  r e g a r d s  persona l  
i d c n t i  t?- a s  1,cginning w i t l i  concel l t ion,  and o n e ' s  
involvement i r i  t h c  sinft11 Ilunlan s i t u a t i o n  as  con- 
c~enc inp  a t  t h a t  v e r y  p o i n t  : ' 'Eel~old,  I (not  "i t"f 
\<as sirapen i n  in i r lu i t ) . ;  and j n  sin d i d  my mother 
c o ~ l c c i v e  m e  (not ' ' i t ' ) . "  For b i b l i c ~ l  ~ ~ r i t e r s ,  
l ) e ~ s o ~ ~ ! ~ o o d  il? tlie nos t  z e n u i ~ ~ e  sense  beg in s  no l a t -  
cl- tllnn c o ~ ~ c r l ~ t i  011 : s u l ~ s c ~ ~ u e n t  human a c t s  i 1 lus -  
tr:ite ttri s personhood, the>- d o  no t  c r e a t e  i t .  
'!an does -- hccartse 11e i s  (not  tlic r e v e r s e )  and lie 
i s hecause God i ,roupE- about ili s l isycllo-gyysical  -- 
c x i  s t e n c c  i n  tllc ~ ~ i r a c l c  of conceptiort , 

IJT.  Vincen t ,  t o o ,  cones  t o  t h i s  c o n c l ~ ~ s i o n :  "Con- 
ccl ' t  ion i s  tlir ~ r c n t  d i v i d e  i)r t i iecn n o n - l i f e  and 
1  i f e .  Imp lan t a t i on ,  p lacenta t ion  n11d b i r t l l  cliaitges 
the form of n u t r i t i o n ,  bu t  not  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  
cn12ryo. t t  31 

I t  seems t h a t  ~ i n l c s s  lire not  s t r n i r l i r t ~  t o  
f i ~ d  sonlc tray t o  avoid tile ohvi orts, ?-ou nlihr ?.our 
way h n c h  t o  t l ic "gencti c ~ c h o o l '  of t h o ~ l ~ l i t  . Iyerli:~ps 

i t i 5 t r t : cx  th;l: lirlrilart I i f c  cartnot dt3f i n c d  sol el!. 

i n  g e n e t i c  t e r n s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  t h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  
where tlre beginning must be marked. I n  t h e  p a s t  
t h e r e  was t a l k  about  "formed" and "unformed" i n  
determining t h e  beginning o f  l i f e .  But i n  t h i s  day, 
i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  medical knowledge, t h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  
an excuse f o r  t h e  a r b i t r a r y  terms l i k e  " v i a b i l i t y . "  
John T. Noonan, Jr . ,  t h e  famous a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
Roman Church, d e f i n e s  l i f e  t h u s :  

I myself  know on ly  one t e s t  f o r  humanity: a  
being who was conceived by human p a r e n t s  and is 
p o t e n t i a l l y  capable  o f  human a c t s  i s  human. By 
what o t h e r  t e s t s  could you prove t h a t  an i n f a n t  
o f  one day was human? ... In a l l  t h e s e  s t a t e s  -- 
in fancy ,  i n s a n i t y ,  s i c k n e s s ,  s l e e p  - -  a  man i s  no t  
express ing  h i s  humanity by thought  o r  r a t i o n a l  ac- 
t i o n .  We know he i s  a man because he  came of human 
f l e sh  and i s  expected, a t  some p o i n t ,  t o  be a b l e  t o  
perform a human ac t ,  t o  t h i n k  a human thought .  33 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer rnakes t h i s  l u c i d  observat ion 
regarding t h e  argument about "humanityt9: 

....to raise  t h e  questll-sl-a whether we are here con- 
cerned w i t h  a human being o r  no t  is  merely t o  con- 
fuse  t h e  issue. The s imple  fac t  i s  t h a t  God cer- 
t a i n l y  in tended  t o  c r e a t e  a human being,  and t h a t  
this nascen t  human being h a s  been d e l i b e r a t e l y  de- 

h i s  l i f e .  And t h i s  i s  no th ing  s h o r t  o f  4 

Karl Barth,  t o o ,  c a l l e d  a b o r t i o n  murder; "... 
one might a lmost  c a l l  ( i t )  t h e  s e c r e t  and open mass 
murder.. ." I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see t h e  l i b e r a l  
New York p a s t o r ,  Richard Neuhaus, speak s t r o n g l y  
a g a i n s t  a b o r t i o n  and f o r  l i f e  s ay ing :  "How f l e x i b l e  
we can be w i th  r ega rd  t o  a b o r t i o n  i s  tantamount ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t o  a sk ing  how f l e x i b l e  w e  can  be wi th  r ega rd  
t o  t ak ing  human l i f e . "  36 

I t  would appear  t h a t  t h e  h igh  c o u r t ' s  argument 
t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  "persona l  choice" and 
t h e  "womanf s r i g h t  t o  p r ivacy ,"  i s ,  by medical  s t and -  
a r d s ,  C h r i s t i a n  morals and e lementa l  j u s t i c e ,  a  scan- 
da lous  crime. By t h e i r  r u l i n g  t h e  woman's r i g h t s  
count  f o r  eve ry th ing  and t h e  f e t u s  p r i o r  t o  " v i a b i l -  
i t y "  has no r i g h t s  whatsoever.  Indeed, even t h e  cap- 
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r i c i o u s  whim of  the woman i s  given g r e a t e r  consider-  
a t i o n  than t h e  f e t u s .  And even i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
months no r i g h t s  wcrc guaranteed t h e  f e t u s .  The 
cour t  ru l ed  aga ins t  the f e t u s .  I t  d i d  s o  on t h e  
bas is  o f  evidence t h a t  i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t o  say t h e  
l e a s t  -- i f  no t  dot~nriglr t  cont radic tory .  IIave not  
these  same j u s t i c e s  many times i n s t r u c t e d  t imid  ju-  
r i e s  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  doubt i n  t h e i r  minds about t h e  
i s s u e  o f  g u i l t  o r  innocence, they must acqu i t ?  In 
t h i s  dec i s ion  t h e  doubt i n  t l t e i r  minds served as t h e  
very  b a s i s  f o r ,  o r  excuse f o r ,  t h e  expedient clloice. 
Iflien t h e  j u s t i c e s  s t a t e ,  "lSe need not  r e s a l v e  the  
d i f f i c u l t  ques t ion  of when l i f e  begins," one can hear  
echoes of Pontius Pilatc: "I am innocent of t h e  blood 
of  t h i s  j u s t  !.fan. " 
I V .  THE PRICE OF ABORTION, 

The t a l k  was t h a t  we had t o  have fegat abortion 
t o  s t o p  t h e  "butchers." We had t o  have a lmr t ion  a l l  
over t o  ke lp  t h e  poor who cou ldn ' t  go €0 N e w  Ymk. 
Ne Elad t o  have abor t ion  t o  solvc t h e  wrenching yrob- 
lems i n  some f a m i l i e s .  The impl ica t ion  was t h a t  a1jo~- 
t i o n  was t h e  only way out of our  current  dilemma, t h a t  
it would solve our problems. 

But what is t h e  r e a l  p r i c e  of the abort ion solu-  
tim? Of course ,  i t  is too  ear ly  t o  te l l  all the 
r a n i f i c a t i a n s  of liE1era1 abor t ion  laws, C u t  there arc 
some s igns  on the-  horizon by which we can t e l l  what 
s o r t  of  day i t  wi 11 be tomorrow. Fron our  stanckpoint, 
t h a t  i s ,  having t h e  understanding o f  man's n a t u r e  as 
wc do from tire Bib le ,  it is  inconceivable t h a t  we 
c o ~ l l d  escape c a t a s t r o p h i c  psychological  consequences. 
The hand of God w i l l  be heavy upon many and t h e i r  
hones w i l l  wax old  under t h e i r  burden of  g u i l t .  [Psalm 
32) 

Determining t h c  exac t  psychological  price a t  this 
s t a p c  i s  d i f f i c u l t .  There simply i s n i t  enough d a t a  i n  
America, and t h e  s t u d i e s  done i n  o t h e r  coun t r i e s  a r e  
confusing.  In gene ra l ,  tllough, it is  warned t h a t  i n  
tlic push toward abor t ion  on demand t h e  psychological  
p r i c e  was a l l  bu t  ignored.  One psycholoe is t  described 
i t  a s  t 'dcploralrle" t h a t  so l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was paid 
t o  t h i s  f a c t o r .  

In evaluating the studies done so far i n  Scan- 
dinavia, England and Japan we can draw the follow- 
ing conclusions: (a) Abortion is very ineffective 
in solving psychological problems. Callahan quotes 
two Swedish studies done by Ekbldd and Bengt Jans- 
son : 

EKBLAI?: The greater the  psycliiatric indications 
for a legal abortion are, thc  g r e a t e r  is also the  
risk of unfavorable psychic sequelae after the 
operation. BENGT JkXSSON: tie thus have the para- 
doxical situation tflat it is i n  ghe cases i n  whicB9 
legal abor t ions  can best be ju s t i f i ed  f r c m  the 
psychiatric standpoint that the  r i s k  of mental in-  
sufficiency during post-course is greatest. . . I t  
may be s a i d ,  perhaps, that legal abortion s tands  
cut a s  a fairly ineffective therapeutic means. 37 

(b) There seem to be prdolems i n  a high percentage 
of  cases i n  which \gomen, who have had an earlier baby 
aborted, give b ir th  and keel, a later child. Tfiey be- 
gin only then to realize w h a t  they may llave done. One 
rqonders about ,  o r  rather dreads the thougilt of, a l l  
the  young girls who have been counseled a d  urged to 
have an abortion rather than  face the predicanent o f  
pregnancy. (c) Gardner points out that a factor to 
be reckoned with i n  evaluating the studies to date is 
t h e i r  disregard for the  spiritual factor. Ile says: 
"It seems to the present k ~ i t e r  t h a t  until the central 
bas t ion - the relationship of the soman to her Cren- 
tor, Redeemer and Judge - i s  included in the explora- 
tion, the maps rs i l l  be ill-draan and virtually use- 
less." 38 (d) Perlaaps as frightening as anything is 
the fact that the more nature and motherly the  Moman. 
t h c  higher the chance she will have ps)-chological 
problens following an abortion, while the more iw- 
mature, psychopathic, or wmatherly, the narc the pa- 
tient will be unaffected. h a i n  we quote Gardner: 

If the price of this is to have our woroenfolk "'im- 
matuse, psychopathic or atRerly,Qe i a  w i l l  have 
been too high. It is clear that i n  the world of 
Orweil@s 1984 no onc would care a scrap about ~ c n  

abortion, nor would the mormic Pstus-eaters ~f 
#ellst "Golden Age." Surely we want m o r e  con- 
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s i o n s  i n  t h c  nex t  g e n e r a t i o n .  Hut i f  t h e r e  i s  any 

]:lore persor! n o t  less .  I,ct us i ocl, a t  t h e  nbor- --- 
t i o n  -price t i c l t e t  y e r y  c a r c f i i l l y :  i t  n;ny look 
l i k e  "Freccfoxll" bu t  1~11cn we g e t  i t  tlonle will we 
f i n d  it reads "J'motional and s p i r i t u a l  a t r o p h y u ?  39 

The c o s t  o f  a b o r t i o n  should a l s o  bc f i g u r e d  i n  
terms of p o p u l a t i o n  s i n c c  many p o p u l a t i o n  e x p e r t s  a r c  
sayii ig a1:ortion is n e c e s s a r y  tr! ho ld  down ovcrpopula-  
t i o n .  I t  i s  s e n e r a 1  l y  conceded t h a t  we have many i>ol>- 
u l a t i o n  prohlcms such a s  ovcrcrawded rxrhan a r e a s  and 
i n  sanllc co lzn t r i es  yjoltulations aci~ich exceed t h e i r  a b i l -  
i t y  t o  produce food.  Rut t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  whether man 
si-iould t n h e  i t  upon h i m s e l f  t o  limit pol'inlatior~ growth 
7,y t l r ~ s t r o y i n g  ~rnljorrl b a b i e s  o r  sliould he seek Inore 
l:iinamlc? a l  t e r n a t  l Y G S .  And how f a r  silould we casrsgv tlal s 
t i t i  Iirarian mana!:cmcnt af hunan l i  fc'? 

7 . * - > < j I A t  -J$%4> - * L & , q - : l G ; *  tc, \%r-?e521c ti,:; 5 : i t : i ; ; t j - C . m  

, , ~ , j - ;~ iaa  scale '',--; 11s lqci: ;;k t h e  sbccent rjg-- 

" - ,  : ernlifiO 3Yj:if 2 ry: j i; yea f ;y neces-  
~2:'; to hold 6dorr;ri ;~r,~p;l;Qi-%iax! 15 .>::I. populat ion grow- 
ini: a t  an alarmi-r?:: i f a te?  A x c e n t  release from t h e  
,':nti07121 Center fasr liea: t a r  S t a t i s t  'acs states $%la.%: i n  
jg72 the b i r t h  pate in the U,S, gel% sha rp ly  to i t s  
lowest rate ever, 3te have fallen t o  tlac r a t e  sf 2 , 0 3  
c i l i l d r c n  per fasi i ly .  40 Since i t  t akes  2 . 1  c h i l d r e n  
136% family t o  replace o u r s c l v c s  and hcep the p0pulb-e- 
t i o n  even, t h e  U S .  would have ac ta la l ly  l o s t  popula- 
"&ion l a s e  y e a r  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  400,000 imnligrnnts. 
And though po l>u la t ion  p r o j  c c t  i o n s  are IlardP y e v e r  
r i g h t ,  i t  would sccm t h a t  w i t h  con t inued  emphasis 
upon b i r t h  c o n t r o l  and t h e  u n h e a l t h y  a t t i t u d e s  abou t  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h e  b i r t h  r a t c  w i l l  go down 
more i n  1973. ?lie 1 . 4  m i l l i o n  a b o r t i o n s  w i l l  a l s o  
have i t s  e f f e c t .  A c t u a l l y ,  a s t r o n g  argument can  be 
made t h a t  o u r  t r i r t l t a  r a t c  i s  going t o  f a l l  f a r  below 
t l lc  replacement  l e v e l  and t h a t  i f  t h i s  t r e n d  c o n t i n -  
u e s  1i7e nay  have a t  l e a s t  one g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  v c r y  
! 'underpopulated,  The g e n e r a t i o n  being born  a t  p r c -  
s e n t  i d i l l  be h o p e l e s s l y  outnumbered; t h e  p e a t  bu lk  
o f  peop le  w i l l  be  beyond middle  age.  And when one 
c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  o u r  economy i s  dependent upon growth,  
i t  i s  c v i ~ i e n t  t h a t  we cannot  s t a n d  a f u r t h e r  d e c l i n e  
in tile b i r t l r  +rate t i i t i iout  severe cconomic r e p e r c u s -  

one f a c t  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i t  i s  t h i s :  keep in^ down 
* ., 

t h e  h j r t l l  r a t e  by a l ~ o r t i o n  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h e  ----- - _ I _ _ - I _ _ I _ - l -  

p r e s e n t  t ime  f o r  o u r  s u r v i v a l .  
----------_I__ 

Ithat i s  most s o b e r i n g  o f  a l l  i s  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  
i s  rncrely t h e  in t roc luc t ion  t o  a ' t l ~ o u s e - f u l l - o f  -hor -  
r o r s ' '  planned by some "experts ." Jriliaal P l e a s a n t s  
rilr i t ing  I 0 ? I  ! , J u n e  , 1967 , mad c  t h i s  sveep- 
ing  o l~se . rvn t ion :  " I t  i s  no t  o n l y  a bnl>ygs l i f e ,  i t  
j s  o r ~ r  ii!lolc s o c i a l  f a b r i c  wllich i s  p laced  i n  jeop- 
a r d y  by t h e  r e s e n t  clemancl f o r  v i r t u a l l y  u n l i m i t e d  
a b o r t i o n . "  41; Is 1:c r i g h t  o r  i s  he j u s t  a n o t h e r  alarrn- 
i s t  r e a c t i o n a r y ?  I,ct t i s  look, i n t o  t h e  f t i t u r c  a b i t  t o  
ponder tlic s t a t e d  p l a a s  of' some "i~filkcsrs. 

Ill-. 1311i l l i  J I  T'cIgcu~;llje It~igiies , i 11 lii s e s s a y  t"l'l~eo- 
o i l  P r i n c i l - l c s  i n  tllc Cont ro l  of  Ilrln~all L i f e . "  
q u o t e s  1~dmrrnd I,cach, I'rovost of K i  ng ' s Col l e g c ,  Cam- 
bridge, i n  his e v a l u a t i o n  of t!:c a z i n g  members o f  o u r  
socie- t \ - .  I?r . Lcacll s a y s  : 

"lotfcrl-n ~ i e d i c i n c  11:is g i v e n  'the d o c t o r  a 1 1 ~ 0 s t  1111l)e- 
l i e v a b l e  powcrs t o  p r c s c r v e  a l i v e  c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  
nn t l l r c  wola l d  p r e v i o l ~ s  l y  ! ~ a v c  t l e s t royed ,  power t o  
c!:nngc t h e  l i f t  p r o s p e c t s  of clri l t l r c n  s t i l l  i n  t h e  
ruornl~, t o  a l t e r  tlir p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t l ~ c  l i v i n g ,  and 
t o  cxtent l  t t l c  l i f e  span of  t l ~ c  s c n i l c .  J:ut i f  
t11cse powers o f  ~ : r e s c r v a t i o r t  a r e  e x e r c i s e d  i n  un in-  
l i e  f n s l ~ i o n  r.*l~i l e ,  a t  t h e  same t ime ,  we t r y  t o  
t a c k l c  t h e  l w p u l r j t i o ~ t  e x p l o s i o n  114' r e d u c i n g  t h e  
b i r t l i - r a t e ,  tlicn t h e  outcome will he  n v e r y  de-  
c r e p i t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s o c i e t y  i n  which a l l  tlrc p o l i -  
t i c a l  and econoniic advan tages  l i e  w i t h  t h e  v e r y  
o l d .  !-lost peop le  w i l l  dodder  on u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  
n e a r l y  100 and h a l f  t h e  a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  h e  
p a s t  r e t i r i n g  age.  42 

Ilr. I!ugllcs f u r t l i e r  q u o t e s  and discusses t h e  sug- 
g e s t j  ons o f  Dr. Leach: Nen, he (Dr. Leaclr) main- 
t a i n s ,  o f f e r e d  by s c i e n c e  t h e  t o t a l  mas te ry  o v e r  
t h e i r  environment and o v e r  t h e i r  d e s t i n y ,  have be- 
come l i k e  gods;  and i t  i s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  gods n o t  
o n l y  t o  c r e a t e  b u t  a l s o  t o  d e s t r o y .  "lVe t o o , "  h e  
s a y s ,  "must a c c e p t  o u r  du;f l resp011sibi 1 i t y  and come 
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one f a c t  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i t  i s  t h i s :  keep in^ down 
* ., 

t h e  h j r t l l  r a t e  by a l ~ o r t i o n  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h e  ----- - _ I _ _ - I _ _ I _ - l -  

p r e s e n t  t ime  f o r  o u r  s u r v i v a l .  
----------_I__ 

Ithat i s  most s o b e r i n g  o f  a l l  i s  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  
i s  rncrely t h e  in t roc luc t ion  t o  a ' t l ~ o u s e - f u l l - o f  -hor -  
r o r s ' '  planned by some "experts ." Jriliaal P l e a s a n t s  
rilr i t ing  I 0 ? I  ! , J u n e  , 1967 , mad c  t h i s  sveep- 
ing  o l~se . rvn t ion :  " I t  i s  no t  o n l y  a bnl>ygs l i f e ,  i t  
j s  o r ~ r  ii!lolc s o c i a l  f a b r i c  wllich i s  p laced  i n  jeop- 
a r d y  by t h e  r e s e n t  clemancl f o r  v i r t u a l l y  u n l i m i t e d  
a b o r t i o n . "  41; Is 1:c r i g h t  o r  i s  he j u s t  a n o t h e r  alarrn- 
i s t  r e a c t i o n a r y ?  I,ct t i s  look, i n t o  t h e  f t i t u r c  a b i t  t o  
ponder tlic s t a t e d  p l a a s  of' some "i~filkcsrs. 

Ill-. 1311i l l i  J I  T'cIgcu~;llje It~igiies , i 11 lii s e s s a y  t"l'l~eo- 
o i l  P r i n c i l - l c s  i n  tllc Cont ro l  of  Ilrln~all L i f e . "  
q u o t e s  1~dmrrnd I,cach, I'rovost of K i  ng ' s Col l e g c ,  Cam- 
bridge, i n  his e v a l u a t i o n  of t!:c a z i n g  members o f  o u r  
socie- t \ - .  I?r . Lcacll s a y s  : 

"lotfcrl-n ~ i e d i c i n c  11:is g i v e n  'the d o c t o r  a 1 1 ~ 0 s t  1111l)e- 
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Ilr. I!ugllcs f u r t l i e r  q u o t e s  and discusses t h e  sug- 
g e s t j  ons o f  Dr. Leach: Nen, he (Dr. Leaclr) main- 
t a i n s ,  o f f e r e d  by s c i e n c e  t h e  t o t a l  mas te ry  o v e r  
t h e i r  environment and o v e r  t h e i r  d e s t i n y ,  have be- 
come l i k e  gods;  and i t  i s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  gods n o t  
o n l y  t o  c r e a t e  b u t  a l s o  t o  d e s t r o y .  "lVe t o o , "  h e  
s a y s ,  "must a c c e p t  o u r  du;f l resp011sibi 1 i t y  and come 
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~ \ i l i : l i t t c 2 1 ~ ,  the t i topian op t i~ . i i sm of !)r. I.cncli 
i s  t o o  much t o  sr>;illow f r o r : ~  our. s t a n c l l ~ o i r ~ t .  1;eca~lsc 
lie clrenms of man cvolvinl: and r i s i n g  above a1 1 liis 
~ ) r o l ~ l c m s ,  h e  can b o a s t  s o  opcn ly  o f  m a n f  s acl l ieve-  
ments.  liiit  cvcn i f  r ~ e  may n o t  a g r e c  t h a t  we a r c  go- 
i n g  t o  r e a l i  zc t l i i s  u t o p i a ,  we ]nust t a k e  ]lien l i k e  
Ilr. Lcac l~  s e r i o u ~ l > ~  f o r  t h e y  veil 1 s u r e l y  seek t o  l ead  

d 
s o c i e t y  t h e i r  way. There i s  r;lticl~ eviderlcc i n  t11e f 
a b o r t  ion  tlranla t h a t  t h e y  a l r e a d y  have  ncliicvcd t h e i r  
f i r s t  o b j e c t j v c .  Fat l ler  G r a n f i e l d  conuncnts : 

Tlie t r a d i  t i o n n l  c r o r ~ n d s  t h a t  j u s t i f i e d  a b o r t i o n  
a r e  r a r e l y  r e s o r t e d  t o  today  excep t  a s  t h e y  have 
been 1)roadl y i n t e r p r e t e d .  'l'ilc new grounds,  how- 
e v e r ,  have moved s o  f n r  beyond t h e  mate rna l  excep- 
t i o n  t h a t  l i b e r a l  a b o r t i o n  h a s  become a  new t o o l  
f o r  s o c i a l  e n y i n e e r i n g .  Perhaps t h e  a b o r t i o n  c r i -  
s is  i s  n o t  a medical  c r i s i s  a t  a l l ,  b u t  a  s o c i a l  
c r i s i s .  I'erllaps f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  a b o r t i o n  de-  
c i s i o n  K L ~ S ~  t)e worked o u t ,  n o t  i n  terms o f  medi- 
c i n e ,  b u t  i n  terms o f  m o r a l s ,  ~ ) o l i t i c s ,  and law. 
For tlle a1)ort ion c r i s i s  p r e s e n t s  u s  u l t i m a t e l y  w i t 1 1  
a  c r u c i a l  d e c i s i o n  about t h e  r i g l ~ t  t o  l i f e .  ?\ledi- 
c i n e  mav bc i t s  cor l t ex t ,  but  human d i g n i t y  i s  i t s  
c o r e .  4;3 

'The uninformed c i t i z e n  t h i n k s  a b o r t i o n  i s  a  s i m -  
p l e  o p e r a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  no r i s k .  Iie t h i n k s  i t  i s  t h e  
p r o p e r  way t o  s o l v e  t l ie problerr, o f  r a p e ,  d e f o r m i t y ,  
e t c .  The average  person  n e i t l l e r  knows t h a t  t h e  f e t u s  
i s  l i f e ,  human l i f e ,  n o r  does  he r e a l i z e  what we a r e  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  when we a c c e p t  t l le a b o r t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e .  
I t  i s  becoming q u i t e  c l c n r  t l i a t  t h e  r c a l  proponents  
o f  a b o r t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  have gone f a r  beyond A 
t h e  l'wo:il~~i ' 5  1 i h h e r s "  who riant a b o r t i o n  on ground.: of  
"personal  freedom. " They have gone beyond t f i e  farni 1- yI 
j s t  concept  t i n t  SOIIIC s o c i o l ~ g i s t s  de fend .  l ' l ieir be- 
l i e f  i s  t h a t  i t  will lie n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  t o  r e -  
q u i r e  a b o r t i o n  f o r  i t s  1.iclll)cing. The i n d i v i d u a l ,  
and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  unhorn inc l iv idua l ,  must y i e l d  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  i n  a l l  t l ~ i i l g s .  The  needs  o f  tllc s o c i e t y  a t  

l n r z c  as detcrrni ncd by  lluinani s t i c  assumptions  a r e  
t i ic prlir!irlg: c r i  t c r i a  . ,qhorti on i s  o n l y  t h e  beg in-  
n i n g .  So~nc 113vc come t o  t l ie p o i n t  v l ~ e r e  t h e y  can 
s a t i o i l : i l i z r  3 5  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  111. Arcller ,  i n  ADCII- 
I : I I I I S I .  lie s a i d  : 

Yo11 iwst a l l  i)c aware t h a t  f o r  a pl lys ic ian abor -  
t i o n  p r c s c n t s  a d i f f i c u l t  problem. The p r a c t i c e  
o f  medicine  i s  devoted t o  i h e  s a v i n g  and p r e s e r v -  
ing  of  iiurnan l i f e ,  and we d o c t o r s  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  
t o  t h a t  z o a l .  To p c r f o r n  a l ~ o r t i o n s  i s  n o t  e a s y  
Cor u s ,  and some p h y s i c i a n s  a r c  u n w i l l i n g  t o  do  
i t  a t  a l l .  But we jlaVc t o  f a c e  realities t o d a y .  --- 
fEmphnsi s added) 45  

Th is  i s  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  o f  t h e  llrlmanist m i n d  i i i t l i  

i t s  u t i l i t a r i a n  approach t o  l i f e .  TIie humanist  i s  
comniitted t o  t l in t  "man is  liis own god comnplex." I!c 
f e e l s  t h e  ~ e i g l l t  o f  human s o c i a l  problems and s e e k s  
s o l u t i o n s  rz7itlrout consu l  t a t  ion  w i  t l l  a 'I 'ranscendent 
Counsc 1  o r .  Tlii s "got1 -comjil ex1' i s  t a k i n g  lrumani s t  i c  
tliiii1,ers l~eyond a b o r t i o n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  who 
sliould l i v e  and who may n o t .  "Af te r  a l l  , I f  t h e y  s a y ,  
'ice d o n ' t  l i k e  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  h u t  we a r c  f o r c e d  
t o  accep t  i t  , ' I  S i n c e  man can now c o n t r o l  o r  a t  l e a s t  
i n f l u e n c e  g e n e t i c s ,  some s u g g e s t  t h a t  we w i l l  need t o  
e l i m i n a t e  u n d e s i r a b l e  g e n e t i c  t r a i t s  by s t e r i l i z i n g  
a l l  b u t  a  s e l e c t  few who r e p r e s e n t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x c e l  
l c n c e  i n  p h y s i c a l  a t t r i b u t e s .  Family and parenthood 
will b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  e l i t e  few. Others  w i l l  j u s t  
1)e g iven  c h i l d r e n  from t h e s e  "super-peopl e. fl hri t h i n  
a  g e n e r a t i o n  o r  s o  a l l  mankind would be s u p e r ,  s u p e r .  
S o c i e t y  would be regimented f o r  t h e  sake  of  t h e  so-  
c i e t y  ( S t a t e )  and t h e  r a c e .  The i n d i v i d u a l  would be- 
come expendable .  

I t  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  scope o f  t h i s  paper  t o  ex- 
p l o r e  p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  e n g i n e e r s  and p h i l o s o -  
pliers; however, we s h o ~ l l d  become informed about  t h e s e  
f r i g h t e n i n g  p r o s p e c t s  s o  t h a t  we may e x e r t  o u r s e l v e s  
more than  e v e r  i n  making known t h e  ways o f  t h e  Lord 
God and t h e  S a v i o r  o f  t r o u b l e d  mankind. 

V. WHAT CAN lrJE DO AS CHRISTIANS TO FIND SOLUTIONS 
TO THESE PROBLEMS? 



t o  ternls \< i  t l l  tllc f a c t  t h a t  t l ic  t o t a l  c l  imina- 
t i  0 1 1  of d i  sc.a.;c~ ~ % ~ o ~ i l c l  1 ) ~  all c . r ~ t r r . c . l ~ r  i~-rtolcr:tltl c 
l ~ i c s s i n j : .  4 3  

~ \ i l i : l i t t c 2 1 ~ ,  the t i topian op t i~ . i i sm of !)r. I.cncli 
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p l o r e  p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  e n g i n e e r s  and p h i l o s o -  
pliers; however, we s h o ~ l l d  become informed about  t h e s e  
f r i g h t e n i n g  p r o s p e c t s  s o  t h a t  we may e x e r t  o u r s e l v e s  
more than  e v e r  i n  making known t h e  ways o f  t h e  Lord 
God and t h e  S a v i o r  o f  t r o u b l e d  mankind. 

V. WHAT CAN lrJE DO AS CHRISTIANS TO FIND SOLUTIONS 
TO THESE PROBLEMS? 



u s  consitier ttte case  of- a ~notiter who a l ready tias 
.;etrcrl chi l c i r e n  lc1licli site cannot feed and c l o t h e  on 
ilcr ~ ~ r c l f n r e  check.  She i ~ a s  a r e a l  1>~0l>lcin ancI i t  i s  
riot s o l v r d  1,y someorle s : i y s ,  "Slie s l~ould  I ~ a ~ r e  
I,;lo\t.n i ,c t tc ' r ,"  'r:~hc t h c  cxantlll c of ;a C l ~ r i  ~ t i a 1 1  l i l ~ t l l -  

rr  \,]lo f ~ I I C I S  out  af ter-  sllc i s  p r c ~ n a i l t  t11at s h e  I-13s a 
se r ious  Ilcart cor~ditioaz. Tt i s  ! ~ c r  d o c t o r ' s  o ~ ~ i n i o i i  
t h a t  n e i t h e r  she nor tile clti ld w i l l  survive the  f u l l  
prey.nanc!-. She docsnf  t \cant t o  tzrhc her  chi ld s l i f c ,  
Imt tihat sl:o~rlt! siie do? O r  consicler t h e  case of 3 

)orrni; i ~ i f c  and ~not i ics  wiio l ea rns  froill lier doctor  t j la t  
iler tint~y 1il;iY 1:e cicf ol-rtlctf 0%- r c t  ardecf . Pai nfu l Ilulnan 
a~rtl soc i a l  ~~rob le rns  c x i  st  . ;\to  tatto tor \\*hat s i d e  we 
take  ir1  tlie abortiori  clramn rtre have t o  recogni z c  t l lat  
t t lesc j ~ a i n f u l  j~roblttllls do cxi s t .  'Ilien, i f  we feel  
abo r t  j on i s  t l ~ e  God-pleasing sol l i t ion only i n  cases  
xllcre i t  i s  necessary t o  salvage t h e  mother 's l i f c ,  
we Illid b e t t e r  be prepared t o  den1 with tficse problems 
and corrlc up wi t l i  acceptable  so lu t ions  . 

\;tiat i t a m o ~ ~ n t  s t o  i s  t h i  s : Evcn when K C  I I ~ V C  
come t o  r7 t I lcoret ica1 COIIC  l u s i  on about ahor t ion  our 
pro!,lr.~;l i s  iiot solvctl. l'licre i s  ct r e a l  tens ion  be- 
tillcon 1)roponen t s of ; i l~ort  i o n - o n - d e j d  -rbliu a r c  cfcej:T y 
involvcd i n  ind iv idual  ant1 s o c i a l  problems and t h e  
dctnci?cd mora l i s t  o r  Chr i s t i an  \i,lio condemrls but does 
not cxtcrld himself t o  get  involved. 

12eforc t r y i n g  t o  I~roposc some a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  
abor t ion  l c t  us go tlacl, even fu r t l l e r .  Let u s  begin 
by asl. i 112 \ i l ;n t  has liaplicnecl t o  our soc ie ty  t o  br ing  
i t t o  accept  t h e  a l ~ o r t i o n  s o l r ~ t  ion .  I'illat Elns hecomc 
of our "f:!iri s t  i an c o ~ n t r y  and Cflristi an cu l  turc"?  

t i la t  l'tJesti.; of ' :azarctl~ I;as 11:cer: rclcy:itcc! t o  tilt 
pos i t ion  of an h i s t o r i c a l  footnote . '  A C h r i s t - l e s s  
c ~ l l t u r e  can harctl y excel  i n  Chr i s t i an  noralts. Con- 
sequent ly ,  ~c s e e  a r ap id  erosion of t h e  s tandards  
o11cc regarded a s  t h e  mini~num. Old i:i~morrrlity is  
now c n  1 1 cd ''nevi moral i t y ,  ' '  ?'lie Siiprc~~lc Comt of  our 
l a n d  cannot de f ine  pornography, cannot countenance 
cnpi t a l  punishment, but  can pernii t abortion-on- 

iic~lancl. Vith cons is tency  tlic i ~ i g i ~  cour t  is r u l i n g  
a g z i  ~1st tile Chr i s t i an  co~llmt~ni t-y* Covernnicnt etiuca- 
t i o n  carries on a n  anti-supcrnaturalisnn (anti-God) 
crttsade d a i l y  i n  the c%assrsoms of our  s t a t e  
schools .  1,iI)eral t l lcologiaz~s malie Imdi.crous s l u r s  
atgainst t h e  Ctir is t ian f a i th ,  \that have WG clone t o  
curse  ourse lves  so? iVhy has the  C h r i s t i a n  comrnuni-ty 
l e t  t hese  th ings  t r a n s p i r e ?  f'las t l lcrc  r e a l  l y  noth- 
ing  xe coufcl dc?  Our Lorit s a i d :  "Ye a r e  ttlc s a l e  
of  the e a r t h :  f i u t  i f  tile s a l t  have Post his savor ,  
-r~;Ilerewitli s h a l l  i t  he  s a l t e d ?  I t  i s  henceforth good 
f o r  not i l ing,  %)LIT. t o  bc cast  o u t ,  and t o  be trodden 
under foo t  of men. Ye arc  ttle lliljllt of t h e  world.  
A c i t y  t h a t  i s  set an  an h i 4 1  cannot hc h i d . ,  . l e t  
l ~ - o t ~ r  li;:i;t 50 ~ilil.te before men t h a t  they m y  see 
>-our goor1 t~orA s is_rxI n r i f y  ysrla Fat1lc.r w%li ch i s i n  
:'lc;lvcr~, ' '  b , ? f ~ t . t ! ~ r t r i  9 r3 l % , i 6 )  TI1e Ii13;llt of C h r 3  5 -  

t i a n  svi-tncss our societ:,~ sccnis to have gorac otlt 
comp1ctcly. Vhe-9.r arc  tj7 : i , i i r i ~ t i a n .  voices? ldlicrc 
i s  $ 1 ; ~  % ig l t t  :rrarI tile sa3 t? 

Some ma>- ri:!ncfcii~atr K f i i  t r :~ha r  Crt;ttniicrs who x i  ? - 
~rcsscd ;ijjainst ,'lee-%- il?i s s  . I n  ftis ;jfsoi\ fl'IT'NE5S Y i i j  - 
'H'IZKE!~ Ciii'iT~IT:lCS:~~ , iic ee l  1% sf  -the seerc e of '2-31r2 CCF:- 

r i ~ u n i s t  power i1-i t l ~ c  20tlr  c en tu ry :  

T h e i r  pc7aiCcx- whielr Saffles t%ac r63t C? :he w c r l c ! ,  
because k:; l a rge  3:ieasurc the rest cf t he  world 
has l o s t  t h a t  power3 i s  pswcr t.0 h e l d  co-ilvic- 
tiurrs and t o  act upon them, f t  i s  t h e  same jmwcr 
t h a t  moves mountains; 4% is a l so  an un fa i l i ng  
power t o  move men, Communists a r e  t h a t  p a r t  of  
mankind which has recovered t h e  power t o  l i v e  o r  
d i e  - es bear witness - f o r  i t s  f a i t h .  And i t  i s  
a simple rational f a i t h  t h a t  i n s p i r e s  men t o  l i v e  
o r  d i e  f a r  i t .  46 

I t  seems t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  some American 
Chr i s t i ans  have been s i t t i n g  on t h e  s i d e l i n e s  long 
enough. The C h r i s t i a n s  rsho have been involved, have 
sometimes tended t o  be long on involvement and shor t  
on C h r i s t i a n i t y .  But among conserva t ive  Lutherans 
and Evangel icalbs , on the o t h e r  hand, non-involvement 
i s  t o o  of ten  a ci is t inguishing mark. Our witness  i s  -- 
of t en  negat ive ,  not because we have acted as a con- 
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t because w e  have shunncd involvement. 
ded t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  fo rge t -  

Savior  and His a p o s t l e s  taught  t h a t  
e s t  understood by those  who immerse 

lves  i n  works f o r  t h e  bet terment  o f  neighbor. 
he f u l f i l l i n g  of t h e  Law ." 

One d i r e c t i o n  involvement rust t ake  i s  s o c i a l ,  
We must seek t o  inf luence  s o c i e t y  (and government) 
t o  pursue a more godly pa th .  This  i s  not  imposing 
our mora l i ty  upon o the r s .  This  i s  j u s t  s t i c k i n g  up 
f o r  what i s  r i g h t  and j u s t  by God's s tandards .  John 
t h e  Bapt i s t  d i d n ' t  say ,  ' 'If lierod \$ere a C h r i s t i a n  T 
would t e l l  him he should no t  take h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  wife, 
bu t  s i n c c  lie i s  not  a C h r i s t i a n  I c a n ' t  impose my 
mora l i ty  upon him." Ins tead  John " la id  it on hirr,. 
15ihat is  r i g h t  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  God a p p l i e s  t o  a l l .  

Gardner makes t h i s  observa t ion  about t h e  cIlurch 
speaking out  : 

In t h i s  f i e l d  o f  morals it is  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  
n o t i c e  t h e  ambivalent a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  nun-Chris- 
t i a n  about t h e  g r e a t  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  Jay.  If t h e  
Cl~urch f a i l s  t o  speak o u t  s t r o n g l y  on, f o r  exam- 
ple ,  r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  t h e r e  is j u s t i f i e d  c r i t i -  
cism. In  f a c t  i t  is  u s u a l l y  t h e  Church t h a t  does 
s o  speak. The p a r t  played by t h e  Confessional 
Church i n  Germany be fo re  and dur ing  World \Tar I1 
should not  be fo rgo t t en .  ?then, however, i n  re- 
sponse t o  t h e  same conscience,  t h e  Cllurch speaks 
out  aga ins t  wrongdoing i n  s o c i e t y ,  it is  c a s t i g a -  
ted as an i n t e r f e r i n g  busybody. D ie t r i ch  Bon- 
hoc f fe r  a s  t h e  h e r o i c  p a c i f i s t  who saw it h i s  
duty  t o  p l o t  aga ins t  i f i t l e r l s  l i f e  is widely and 
deservedly admired: I have n o t  not iced  h i s  con- 
demnation o f  abor t ion  as murder quoted by t h e  
same admirers,  a l though both b e l i e f s  must have 
been t h e  r e s u l t  of h i s  informed C h r i s t i a n  con- 
science. 
Tflc Church has to be t h e  sal t  i n  t h e  world: sal t  
pu r i f i e s ,  but it stings! 47 

The church has  always been deeply  involved i n  
s o c i a l  problems. D r .  Edwin M. Yamauchi surveyed the  
early church ' s  r o l e  i n  s o c i a l  problems i n  an article 

e n t i t l e d :  liow t h e  Early Church Responded t o  Socia l  
Problemsf' (CIIRISTIANITY TODAY, Now. 1972) . lie s a i d  : 

To t r e a t  e th ica l  pronouncements on s o c i a l  i s s u e s  
3s a substitute f o r  C h r i s t t s  redemptive message 
i s  a grave e r r o r  -- even from a pqagmatic, socio-  
l og ica l  view. On t h e  o t h c r  hand, t o  avoid s o c i a l  
i s s u e s  i s  t o  r e t r e a t  i n t o  reac t ionary 'msnas t i -  
cism. 48 

D r .  Yamaucki a l s o  t r e a t e d  t h e  b i b r i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  
C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t y  and s e r v i c e  a s  t y p i f i e d  i n  t h e  
mission and l i f e  of t h e  Savior.  The e a r l y  church 
followed t h i s  example responding t o  t h e  social needs 
of t h e  day. I t  inf luenced s o c i e t y  and government, 
e s p e c i a l l y  with r e spec t  to its regard  f o r  hwmn l i fe .  
Colzcluding h i s  a r t i c l e ,  ttr. Yamauchr says: ", . .a 
review of t h e  e a r l y  Churcllbs a t t i t u d e s  should force 
u s  t o  examine whether our a t t i t u d e s  toward social 
i s s u e s  are as  b i b l i c a l  as t hose  of former genera- 
t ions  

The g r e a t  Reforner , Mart i n  Luther ,  d i d  not re- 
gard it treasonous t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  f o r  him t o  
be deeply involved i n  s o c i a l  i s sues .  On t h e  cont ra-  
ry,  D r .  N. S. Tjernagel poi-nted out in the 1972 Ref- 
ormatior1 Lectures a t  Bethany €01 kege t h a t  Luther was 
involved in  "almost every s o c i a l  issue of h i s  time." 

A t  a time when conserva t ive  Lutherans i n  t h i s  
country have a pa thologica l  fear that  a s o c i a l  
involvement w i l l  b r ing  upon t h e m  t h e  &large t h a t  
they  a r e  d ispens ing  a "Social  Gwpel ,"  with a l l  
t h e  dreadful  semantic overtones with which t h a t  
phrase is  f r e i g h t e d ,  we s h a l l  do w e l l  t o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  !.?artin Luther became involved i n  almost 
every s o c i a l  issue of h i s  timc. 

D r .  Tjernagel  quotes  Luther: 

"Do unto your neighbor as C h r i s t  has done un to  
you, and l e t  a l l  your works, t oge the r  with your 
whole l i f e ,  be d i r e c t e d  toward your neighbor. 
Search ou t  t h e  poor,  t h e  s i c k  and a l l  s o r t s  of 
needy persons.  Itelr  them t o  t h e  l i m i t  of your 
a b i l i t y  x i t h  l)ody, p r o ~ e r t y  and honor. Let t h i s  

f 4  5fi be your d a i l y  h a b i t .  
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We must seek t o  inf luence  s o c i e t y  (and government) 
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15ihat is  r i g h t  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  God a p p l i e s  t o  a l l .  

Gardner makes t h i s  observa t ion  about t h e  cIlurch 
speaking out  : 

In t h i s  f i e l d  o f  morals it is  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  
n o t i c e  t h e  ambivalent a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  nun-Chris- 
t i a n  about t h e  g r e a t  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  Jay.  If t h e  
Cl~urch f a i l s  t o  speak o u t  s t r o n g l y  on, f o r  exam- 
ple ,  r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  t h e r e  is j u s t i f i e d  c r i t i -  
cism. In  f a c t  i t  is  u s u a l l y  t h e  Church t h a t  does 
s o  speak. The p a r t  played by t h e  Confessional 
Church i n  Germany be fo re  and dur ing  World \Tar I1 
should not  be fo rgo t t en .  ?then, however, i n  re- 
sponse t o  t h e  same conscience,  t h e  Cllurch speaks 
out  aga ins t  wrongdoing i n  s o c i e t y ,  it is  c a s t i g a -  
ted as an i n t e r f e r i n g  busybody. D ie t r i ch  Bon- 
hoc f fe r  a s  t h e  h e r o i c  p a c i f i s t  who saw it h i s  
duty  t o  p l o t  aga ins t  i f i t l e r l s  l i f e  is widely and 
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same admirers,  a l though both b e l i e f s  must have 
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science. 
Tflc Church has to be t h e  sal t  i n  t h e  world: sal t  
pu r i f i e s ,  but it stings! 47 

The church has  always been deeply  involved i n  
s o c i a l  problems. D r .  Edwin M. Yamauchi surveyed the  
early church ' s  r o l e  i n  s o c i a l  problems i n  an article 

e n t i t l e d :  liow t h e  Early Church Responded t o  Socia l  
Problemsf' (CIIRISTIANITY TODAY, Now. 1972) . lie s a i d  : 

To t r e a t  e th ica l  pronouncements on s o c i a l  i s s u e s  
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D r .  Yamaucki a l s o  t r e a t e d  t h e  b i b r i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  
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t ions  

The g r e a t  Reforner , Mart i n  Luther ,  d i d  not re- 
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D r .  Tjernagel  quotes  Luther: 
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needy persons.  Itelr  them t o  t h e  l i m i t  of your 
a b i l i t y  x i t h  l)ody, p r o ~ e r t y  and honor. Let t h i s  

f 4  5fi be your d a i l y  h a b i t .  



ou r  clay, t o o ,  t l ~ c  Cl r r i s t i an  vo i ce  must be 
cannot  r e t r e a t  i n t o  i s o l a t i o r t  and rcrnairl 

rl. If e l~cre  he any r c i l c~ ip t i on  f o r  so-  
a s o c i e t y  r k r l ~ i c : ~  I I I  ou r  day resembles t h e  

of swine r u ~ ~ n i r i g  t o  t h e i r  " c l i f f  o f  r l e s t r t ~ c -  
it i s  n o t  by tlie iruinanist 's  s o l u t i o n s ,  bu t  by 

rial r e g e n e r a t i  on and reconcil i  i a t i  on r d i  tfl God 
t h r o n ~ h  .Jesus C l l r i s t .  : Ian's  i i e l f a r c  depends upon 
witlctl~cr he  will r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Lord God and t o  ){is 
ways. A c a s e  can be made t h a t  t h e  C l l r i s t i an  coEmnl- 
n i t y  v,-liich has  tile !nc;lns t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  i n  r l i s t r e s s ,  
I?ut ~ L I ~ I I S  away, i s  more worthy of blame tIla19 t h e  1 % ~ -  
rqanists who a r e  on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  

(:tixristians s l~ou l t l  r ega rd  i t  a s  t h e i r  17toral o l j l i -  
na t i on  t o  seek j u s t i c e  For a l l .  Ke are  one o f  t l iose 
U 

m i n o r i t i e s  today  itillo a rc  beginning t o  a p p r e c i a t e  1u11n-t 
i t  i s  l i k e  t o  l o s e  a l l  t h e  t ime.  l ic  slioulcl regard  it 
cur rliity to seek i :os i t ions  of influence, ho ld  o f f ice ,  
gavcrG, :cad r~nd  j:adi)c for tkac welfare of  our  f e l l ow  
in J gl :i.~ s!;cxald v o t e  for candidate5 whose d i s t j r i -  

- _1 - " 
:;ail c;lirig nlaric 1s n o t  t h e i r  poiiticai p a r t y  but. t he i r  
- n 

:.i3x: st iari  insight. !Ye should support our elected and 
aij1)ointed r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i t h  our  prayers  and sake 
our  ivislles known t o  them o f t e n .  I:c silould encotiragc 
youtll t o  seek a vocatiorl  t h a t  will s e r v e  t h c  b e t t e r -  
ment o f  mankind, no t  j u s t  l i n e  t h e  pocketbook. Tlre 
days are  gone i n  wirici: o t h e r s  a r e  going t o  sa feguard  
ou r  l i b e r t i e s  and perfsrnt  ou r  C h r i s t i a n  d u t i e s  f o r  
us, And t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  our  C h r i s t i a n  d u t i e s ,  
In a democra t ic  s o c i e t y  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  b e a r s  persolla1 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a s  Gardner s a y s ,  " fo r  misgovernment, 
bad laws,  o r  wrong p o l i c i e s ,  u n l e s s  he  ha s  played 
h i s  f u l l  p a r t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a b e t t e r  government 
i n t o  power, b e t t e r  laws on t h e  s t a t u t e  books, and 
b e t t e r  p o l i c i e s  adopted . I f  51 

The church a s  we know it i n  o u r  c i r c l e s  h a s  
l i m i t e d  expe r i ence  i n  p rov id ing  s o l u t i o n s  t o  s o c i a l  
problems. \ire a r e  o f t e n  s o  i s o l a t e d  i n  o u r  middle- 
c l a s s  hones and communities t h a t  w e  a r e  unaware o f  
t h e  1)roblerns around u s .  A t r i p  t o  t h e  l o c a l  w e l f a r e  
agency w i l l  shock most o f  u s .  We w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  i n  
ou r  towns o r  c o u n t i e s  t h e r e  a r e  problems we have 
never  lleard o f .  Itre w i l l  f i n d  many people  working 

f i l l  1 t i!,;e tr>.i i l l 7  t o  iicl jl ; )crsons  i n  IICCJ. Tiit\ teen- 
a g e ~ - s ,  t h c  , f:ii*\i l i c s ,  a11 s ey~ncn t s  of tile 
~-mijgintion ii;ive t i ieir  j i roh le~ i~s .  /\nd tliey I ~ r i r i p ,  t i iesc  
;)roi~lcins t o  t h e  :;ovcrnnicnt o f f i c e .  l'oo o f t e n  t l ie 
c i l~~rc i :  i s  tot n l > l c  t o  f ~ c l p  tflerr,. 

L As Cllr is t i r tns  i n  t h e  p r e sen t  America11 c u l t u r c  wo 
a r e  faced r u i t l l  a s t  qij:cri~ii; c11a 1 l cngc .  Obvious1 j- t e e  

a r e  not  s a t i s f i e d  rtl'ith t h e  way t h e  s e c u l a r  Irumanist 
B i s  d e a l i n p  w i  t l r  our  s o c i a l  problems. 13Ur1' P,'liArr A R E  \VI: 

I I ?  0 A I l ie  have two cho i cc s :  \'(e can 
l e t  t h i n g s  go tlrc vsy the), a r e ,  o r  we can g e t  in -  
volvcd up t o  our  cars and make a r c n l  d i f f e r e n c e .  

I f  we d o n ' t  hnow where t o  begin t h i s  s t a g g e r i n g  
t a s k  8 good ] ) l ace  t o  t r y  m i g h t  we l l  be wi th  develop-  
ing n l t c r n a t i v c s  t o  a l m r t i o n .  Ke migh t  t a l k  about  a 
f o u r - p i n t  a t t ac l , .  A bcfiirllring can be nl;lc!c by sceh-  
in. t o  inform o t i rc r s  ahou t  t i le  f a c t s  of a b o r t i o n .  
Th i s  \ , r i l l  r e q u i r e  i,otil s t udy  and p a t i e n t  d i ; i log,  but  
i t  i s  t h e  c a s i c s t  of t h e  fou r  p o i n t s  of a t t a c k .  

,I second e f f o r t  could be  d i r e c t e d  tovvard prov id-  
i ng  s e r v i c e s  t o  n c c t  t h e  nccds of t h e  \tToman with  a 
"pro:jlcrn pregnancy. One such s e r v i c e  o rgan i za t i on  
is hno\~*n a s  CIR'l't lR IGt  I T .  Katl-icr t h a n  devot ing  i t s ef - 
f o r t s  toward informat  i on  and l e g i s l a t i o n  f!fR'I'IIJ:ICE-1?' 
s eeks  t o  counse l  and h r l p  t h e  troub'led woman person- 
a l l y .  Wri lc  ot l rer  agenc i e s  o f t e n  d i r e c t  l lcr  t o  t l lc  
temporary escape  o f  a b o r t  i n8  h e r  baby, I:IRr1'I II1IGIi1' 
t r i e s  t o  h e l p  1:cr t o  n r e a l  s o l u t i o n  whicll she  can 
l i v c  \<it11 i n  t l lc years t o  come. Sympatliet ic,  conrpas- 
s i o n a t e  C h r i s t i a n  j xop l e  a r e  needed t o  i;:ahe BIR'I'H- 
IITGftT work. I t  taf ,es  love 2nd s a c r i f i c e  on our  p a r t .  

4 t h i r d  p o i n t  of a t t a c h  n i ~ h t  11e kha t  w e  i<ould 
c a l l  a l c ~ i s l n t i v c  npproacli. l ' licrc is  R growing 
t i o i l r  c o ~ i n t r ) ~  t o  p a s s  a c n n s t i t ~ r t i o n a l  
amentlmcnt ry~r;lr;tntccirl: t l ~ c  r i z l ~ t  t o  l i f e  t o  a1  1 no 
~ n n t t c r  \: . l i :~t  t l ic i r  > ; t n t ~ ~ s .  l l ~ e  proposed nnlcndnlent 
t ' l i  -. tiri t c r  fallor': I lost i s  t l t n t  of Sena to r  .J;ln~cs 
' I  l C  of I ,  r . I t  r e d s  : 

? P C .  1 .  !.'itit re:;i:cct t o  tlir r i g h t  t o  l i f c ,  t i le 
:.c),-i! I-pcr::oi~, " ; i~ I ~ S C C ~  i ~ i  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and i n  t h e  
3 1 1  arid 1 4 t  11 cirt i c l e s  of arJlex~tlnents t o  t h e  corl- 
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s t i t u t i o r a  o f  t h e  (Jni ted S t a t e s ,  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  
fluman b e i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  unborn o f f  s p r i n g  a t  
e v e r y  s t a t e  of t l ie i - r  b i o l o g i c a l  development,  ir- 
r e s p e c t i v e  o f  age ,  h e a l t h ,  f u n c t i o n  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  
of  dependency. 
S e c ,  2 .  'I'his a r t i c l e  s h a l l  n o t  app ly  i n  an emcr- 
gency iVhen a  r e a s o n a b l e  mcdical  c e r t a i n t y  e x i s t s  
t h a t  c o n t i n u a t i  on o f  t h e  pregnancy will c a u s e  t h e  
d e a t h  o f  tlae  loth her, 
Sec.  3 .  Congress and t h e  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  s h a l l  
have t h e  power t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  a r t i c l e  by l e g i s l a -  
t i o n  i n  t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  . 

ItIGIIT TO 1,IFl: groups  and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  tllromghout o u r  c o u n t r y  are working toward t h e  
llassarye of  an  amendment g u a r a n t c e i r ~ g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
l i f e .  I f  t h e y  a r e  t o  succeed t h e y  w i l l  need t h e  
dedicatect  e f f o r t s  of  a l l  c i t i z e n s  rifllo oppose t h e  
e v i l s  o f  l i b e r a l  a b o r t i o n .  I f  we d o n s t  a c t  we have 
no rig11t t o  ho ld  c o n v i c t i o n s .  By t l l a i r  v e r y  n a t u r e  
c o n v i c t i o n s  l e a d  tl:e I lo lder  t o  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y .  

F i n a l l y ,  pe rhaps  tlie most d i f f i c u l t  o f  a l l ,  we 
s h o u l ~ l  work t o  improve t h c  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  h e r -  
i c a .  There  i s  much i n j u s t i c e ,  p o v e r t y ,  and ineq-  
u i t y .  There i s  d e s p a i r  and despendency. S o c i e t y  i s  
iml?ersonal and u n l o v i n g .  'The expa~aded p e r i m e t e r s  o f  
sexua l  i r r e s p o n s i h i  h i t y  i n  o u r  day c r e a t e  u g l y  ])rob- 
lems l ihich were t j a r e l y  known imr t h e  p a s t .  The over -  
crowding i n  some urban a r e a s  i s  a c o n s t a n t  i r r i t a -  
tio11. P o l l u t i o n  f i l l s  u s  w i t l l  f c a r s .  'I'he unccr -  
t a i n t y  o f  t h e  economy p u t s  n  p i n c h  on every  home. 
Dishones ty  i n  government makcs 11s c y n i c a l  abou t  o u r  
l e a d e r s .  Almost e v e r y  p o s s i l j l c  l~acl t h i n g  ltas beert 
s a i d  2nd i s  I ~ e i ~ r g  s a i d  abou t  t h e  q t l a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  
America. 'l'lle c jun l i ty  o f  l i f e  1~10uld seem t o  be a t  
rock  ftczttoni. Planned Parentlrood t h i n k s  it 112s p a r t  
o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t)y recommending r i g i d  f a r t i l y  p l a n -  
n ing  and a b o r t i o n ,  Other  a p c n c i e s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a r e  a l s o  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  ~ ~ r o l ~ l c n s  i n  ways wliicll do  n o t  
co~lforr-rl rii tli OIIT 1 ) e l i e f s .  Ke a r e  cinich t o  r e a l  i  ze 
nrlcl concede that s o l u t i o n s  t o  o u r  1 ~ r o I ) l e ~ ~ s  a r c  p a r t l y  
t echnolo!ri c a l  and p a r t  1  ?r rci s e  ~:l ; lr~ni~lc: ,  b u t  r e  a s s e r t  
tl1;it t 3 1 ~  b i  y g c s t  f a c t o r  i s iltl~inn n a t u r e  i t s e l f .  '1'llc 

c; u;d it!. of l i f c  !:ill i n c r c a s c  in  d i r e c t  pro1)or t ion t o  

t!,c d e c r e a s e  of e v i l ,  'I'lic rrill s tc l )  tort.:xrd i~rlprov- 
i i t L y  t l ~ c  c1u;ll i t ) ,  of 1  i f c ,  t i 1 t . 11 ,  i s  t!le regenerating 
(;osl)cxl of . J ~ s \ ; s  Cl t r is t  . 

111 tibe cIiurcl, i k c  kt2vc a s t a g g e r i n g  r e s p o n s i  - 
b i l i  t y  t o  ir-lilrovc t i le ( j u a l i t ~ ~  o f  l i f e .  f.'c have t h e  
r e s j ~ o n s i l , i  1  i t y  t o  colil~mllri c a t e  t h e  Gospel e f f e c t i v e l y .  
k'e l i a ~ ~ e  t l ~ c  r e s l m n s i h i l i t y  t o  be t r u e  s a l t  and l i g h t .  
I t  't40111d be n o r e  conven ien t  i f  w c  could  j u s t  i s o l a t e  
o u r s e l v e s  fro111 t!ie t%:orld, i f  we coulc2 j u s t  t a k e  what 

corilcl gct w i  t h o u t  g i v i t ~ g  . R ~ x t  1.K: ARE OIJU l3ltO'l'I iER ' s 
KCEI'L:t<. 

' lay God i n  liis Gracc r a i s e  tip h e r o e s  o f  f a i t h  
who a r c  t r u e  l i g h t s  and t r u e  s a l t  and who will spend 
t l lemsclves mini s t e r i n g  t o  t h e  poor ,  the oppressed ,  
t h e  f o r g o t t e n ,  and  even t h e  t r o u b l e d  ,girl  o r  motller 
r~'flo faces  the a b o r t i o n  d c c i  s i o n .  

To God a l o n e  t h e  g l o r y .  
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1;odger PI. Dale 

'I'l f E NEW OJt LEANS CONVENT I O N  -- 
With over  200 r e p o r t s  and o v e r t u r e s  t o  cons ide r ,  

C o m i t t c e  #2  on Theology and Church Rela t ions  was kept  
working overt ime du r ing  t h e  New Orleans Convent ion .  
In view o f  t h e  extreme importance of  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  
presen ted  t o  t11c convent ion i t  i s  no wonder t h a t  l c s s  
tila11 h a l f  were ac t ed  upon. Kcsolut ion 2-12 a s s e r t i n g  
t h a t  Synod ',?as t h e  r i g h t  t o  adopt d o c t r i n a l  s t a t e -  
ments which apply  t h e  t each ings  of  S c r i p t u r e  and t h e  
Lutheran Confessions t o  controverter l  i s s u e s -  and t h a t  
such s ta tements  a r e  b ind ing  upon a l l  members i n s o f a r  
a s  t hey  a r e  i n  agreernent with t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  t h e  Lu- 
t h e r a n  Confessions,  and A r t i c l e  I1 o f  Synod's con- 
s t i t u t i o n  and Resolu t ion  3-01 which dec l a r ed  P r e s i -  
den t  Preus l  "A'Statement o f  S c r i p t u r a l  and Confession- 
a l  P r inc ip l e s1 '  t o  be S c r i p t ~ ~ r a l  and a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t o -  
d a y f s  i s s u e s  consumed most o f  t h e  t ime.  

i n  var ious  pctriodicabs.  I t  i s  no t  our purpose t o  
repeat  what ltas a l r e a d y  keen s a i d ,  bu t  we would l i k e  
t o  conment b r i e f l y  on Resolu t ions  2-12 and 3-01 and 
t h e n  give our r e a c t i o n  t o  them. 

Resolut ion 2-12 says  t h a t  Synod has  t h e  r i g h t  
and precedent t o  ~n-oduce d o c t r i n a l  stateneT.l%s rela- . 
t i v e  t o  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s t res .  i n  a lengthy  preamble 
(which a l l  of u s  would p r o f i t  from reading)  i t  was 
po in ted  ou t  from t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Lutheran Church 
and t h e  Tlissouri  Synod t h a t  t h i s  has  been t h e  case .  
Quoting from t h e  book "Theology of  t h e  Lutheran Con- 
f e s s ions"  t h e s e  per t inen t :  words by Edmund Schl inck r e -  
mind con fe s s iona l  Lutherans t h a t  "even t h e  most solemn 
r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Confessions may be a d e n i a l  o f  
them i f  t h e  e r r o r s  of  t h e  day a r e  passed over  i n  
s i l e n c e . . , A t  t h e  very  l e a s t  t h e  c l ~ u r c h ,  confronted 
w i t h  new h e r e s i e s  w i l l  have t o  f u r n i s h  up-to-date  and 
binding i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of h e r  o f f i c i a l  Confessions." 
Then t h e  preamble went on t o  show how t h e  f i r s t  gen- 
e r a t i o n  o f  Lutherans expla ined  t h e  Augsbiilrg Confes- 
s i o n  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  Apology o f  t h e  Augsburg 
Confession. A f t e r  Lu the r ' s  dea th  t h e  second genesa- 
t i o n  o f  Lutherans had t o  exp la in  t h e  t r u e  and genuine 
meaning of  t h e  Augsburg Confession. The Formula o f  
Concord was no t  intended t o  be a new confes s ion ,  bu t  a 
c o r r e c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Augsburg Confession and 
app l i ed  i t  t o  c u r r e n t  i s s u e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  common Chris-  
t i a n  with reasonable  i n t e l l i g e n c e  could d i s c e r n  t h e  
i s s u e s  of  t h e  day. 

The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Missouri  Synod c l e a r l y  shows 
t h a t  h i s  procedure h a s  a l s o  been followed. Toward 
t h e  end o f  t h e  19th cen tu ry  Walther prepared  n ine t een  
t h e s e s  on "Clrurch and Minis t ry"  t o  r e p e l  t h e  a t t a c k s  
o f  Grabau. These t h e s e s  were r ead  and d iscussed  a t  
t h e  1851 Milwaukee Convention. The Synod approved 
them and ordered t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  In  t h e i r  p r i n t e d  
form they  were entitled, "The Voice o f  Our Church on 
t h e  Ouestion Concerning t h e  Church and Minis t ry ."  
T l l i s  t-iook was t h e  Synod's vo i ce  i n  t h i s  con t rove r t ed  
i s s u e .  

By t h i s  time you have no doubt read  r e p o r t s  r e -  'l'ltirty years l a t e r  when a cont roversy  a rose  
gard ing  t h e s e  important  and f a r - r each ing  r e s o l u t i o n s  co~~cern in j :  tllc d o c t r i n e  of e l e c t i o n  ItJalther pub- 
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tl:e ':'I iI:l?.J:IZSIIS cal l e d  a t t e n t  i o n  t o  a11 e v a l u a t i o n  of  
ti.e Stntclncnt by t h e  Synod's C o n ~ i i s s i o n  on 'l'heology 
and Cliurcll f l c l a t i o n s  as  f o l l o w s :  "1:'~ f i n d  t h e  doc- 
t r i n a l  c o n t e n t  o f  ' A  S t a t e m e n t f  t o  b e  i n  accord w i t 1 1  
tl:e S c r i p t u r e s  and t h e  Lutheran Confess ions  ancl t o  
c o n t a i n  n o t h i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  tliele. \:'e a l s o  f i n d  t h e  
d o c t r i r ~ n l  c o n t e n t  o f  S t a t a n e n t  o f  S c r i l ~ t u r a l  and 

Confess iona l  J 'sincil3lcs" t o  be i n  accord  w i t 1 1  t11.c 
c loc t r ina l  p u s i t  i o n  o f  t h e  Lutheran Church-Ili s s o u r i  
Synod as i t  h a s  Zxen t a u g h t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and ex- 
p r c s s c d  i n  tlre o f f i c i a l  d o c t r i n a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
S;-nod" ( A d o ~ ~ t e d  5 November 1972). I n  anot l ler  'IJI1I:RIJ- 
AS a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  ' T h i r t e e n  T l ~ c s c s . ' ~  
f'14rIIEI'IEAS, t h e  LllatEicran Cllurch i n  t h e  p a s t ,  when con- 
f r o n t e d  w i t 1 1  d o c t r i n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  and c r i s i s ,  h a s  
accep ted  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  b e l j  e f  wt-lich a r e  i n  agreement: 
rci  t l l  S c r j p t u r e  and t h e  Lutheran Confess ion ,  e  g . , t h e  
'r'llirteen Theses  o f  I>octor tValtlner, 1881." 

Reso lu t ion  3-01 was passed  562-455. A s  was t o  
bt: expected t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  provoked lerlgtlay and 
hea ted  d e b a t e .  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  i t  s a i d  t h a t  i t  was nc- 
c e s s a r y  t o  de te rmine  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  s t a n c e  o f  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  Synod and t o  p r e v e n t  them from going  
t h e i r  own t h e o l o g i c a l  way. Opponents o f  t h e  resolu-  
t i o n  argued t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  need any more s t a t e m e n t s ,  
.rtle have t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and t h e  Lutheran Conf e s s i  ons  
and t h a t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .  Opponents o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
a l s o  contended t h a t  t h e  S ta tement  d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  it- 
s e l f  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  of t h e  day.  

I t  s l ~ o u l d  a l s o  l ~ e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Comniittee 
came i n  w i t 1 1  ;II r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  suspens ion  o f  
ALC f e l l o w s l ~ i p ,  b u t  t h e  c l o c k  r a n  o u t  and t h e r e  s i m -  
p l y  r s a s n l t  t h e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  burn ing  i s s u e .  

t',%at s31all we ~f t h e  1:LS say  t o  t l iese  t h i n g s ?  
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  we shou ld  indeed be g r a t e f u l  t h a t  such 
a c t i o n  was t a k e n  a t  t h e  New Or leans  Convention.  I t  
is  a  r a r e  e x c e p t i o n  when a l i b e r a l  t r e n d  i s  r e v e r s e d  
i n  t h c  c l ! r~rch .  I t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t11c d e l e g a t e s  knew why t h e y  ityere a t  : ~ C W  O r l e a n s ,  t h e y  
Lncw t h e y  had a jot) t o  d o ,  and t h e y  were determined 
t o  do i t  . 'i'he adop t ion  o f  sucl; good r e s o l u t j  011s c e r -  
t a i n l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t .  For t l l i  s we thank  and p r a i s e  
Gocl . 

Secondly,  rqe hope and p r a y  t h a t  t h e s e  good r e s -  
o l u t i  ons \ t r i l l  be c a r r i e d  o u t .  l'Tlle p roof  o f  t h e  ptid- 
d i n 2  i s  i n  t h e  e a t i n g  t l l e reof"  c e r t a i n l y  a p p l i e s  
h e r e .  I t  i s  one t h i n g  t o  adop t  f i n e  r e s o l u t i o n s ;  i t  
ir; anot l ier  t l l i  116 to imp1 ement tEiem. 'I'lre "mocileratcs" 



l i  s!:ed 3 sc r i c s  of a r t i c l e s  jin !)er T,~~ther: tncr on t l tc 
d o c t r i n e  i n  d i  s l ~ t i t e .  A t  t I ~ c  s>~not l i ca l  C C ? J I V C I ~ ~  ion  i r t  

T ' t .  l-n;:ne, 1281,  t ! i c ~ ~  articles Ti;r :;';-tltller c:~llccl 
t " l ' i ~ i r t ( . i ~ n  'J'l.cser;'' w r c  nclopteii !,)I t h e  S)-noC as 
t11c c toc t r i r~e  of S c r i p t ~ l r r  ant! the ( ~ o t ~ f e s s i o ~ ~ s .  l ' j i ~  

~ ( ~ l l ~ c i l t  i or1 ; I ~ S O  S t : ? t  cc: t;i;lt d i s s u n t c r s  tio~ilc; evell- 
t t  1 :,c e l  I c frix.1 f e l l o r v s l i i ~ ) .  

? ' i i~  i ; rc~,?~?ble  a1 so c a  1 lcil n t t c r l t i o n  t o  t ] : ~  1971 
'li I:::ltrl\ctz co l l~c i l t i  011. \:Itere i t rertff i r;i~eci " t l ~ c  d e s i l - -  
rrbi l i  I y of- t ! ~ c  forr ;n l la t ion o f  d o c t r i n a l  s t a t e m e n t s  
Liliicll c l e a r l y  s e t  f'orth tile t c ; l c l k i n ~ s  of tiie i ! o l ~ ~  
Scr - i j l t i~ rcs  ;lild a p p l y  t;icvi t o  t h e  i s s u e s  of our  ciay." 
( I  I I I 'rocecdinys, Rcs . 5 : 74) 

I t e so lu t ion  2-12 was pnsscd 653-381. l'lic adop- 
t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  paved t h e  way f o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  
!iesoFution 3-01 which had t o  do  w i t h  Preus '  S t a t e -  
mcnt. ' l l i s  was d e c l a r e d  t o  h e  S c r i p t u r a l  and i n  nc- 
cord ~ c i  t l i  t h e  Lrrthcrarl C o ~ t f r s s i  ons  and t h e r e f o r e  ex- 
p r e s s e s  Synod ' s p o s i t  i on on c u r r e n t  d o c t r i ~ ~ : t l  i s s u e s  . 

'I'hc preamble t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  q u o t e s  i,ut!ler 
v:ilo s n i d  t h a t  " t h e  i'iorcl o f  Gocl i s  nnri sIiould ren?ain 
t h e  s o l  c r u l e  and norm o f  d o c t r i n e ,  . and t!iat no iiurnnn 
I ~ r i i ~ z ' s  ~ c r i  t i n g  d a r e  to be p l a c e d  oil a ]jar x i t h  i t ,  
but t i .n t  c v c r y t l ~ i n g  i)c s i ~ b j c c t e d  t o  i t . "  But Lutlier 
a l s o  i<cnt on t o  s a y ,  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  does  no t  nenll 
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e r r o r s ,  anc! e x p o s i t i o n s  o f  d o c t r i r l n l  a r t i  c l c s ,  s h o t ~ l d  
13c r e j e c t e d .  Tf tflcy a r e  i n  accorct \\it11 t h e  a f o r e -  
nen t ioned  p a t t c r r l  o f  d o c t r i n r  t h e y  a r e  t o  h e  accejr- 
t e d  and used a s  i ~ e l p f u l  e x p o s i t i o n s  and e x p l a n a t  i o n s .  '; 
\?a l t : ? c r  s "?'hi r t e c n  ?'iicsesU 3 r d  t h e  1971 ?:i lwaukee 
Convention r e s o l u t i o n s  lcere a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  
preamble t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o r l  on t l ie  S ta tement .  One o f  
tl:e ':'I iI:l?.J:IZSIIS cal l e d  a t t e n t  i o n  t o  a11 e v a l u a t i o n  of  
ti.e Stntclncnt by t h e  Synod's C o n ~ i i s s i o n  on 'l'heology 
and Cliurcll f l c l a t i o n s  as  f o l l o w s :  "1:'~ f i n d  t h e  doc- 
t r i n a l  c o n t e n t  o f  ' A  S t a t e m e n t f  t o  b e  i n  accord w i t 1 1  
tl:e S c r i p t u r e s  and t h e  Lutheran Confess ions  ancl t o  
c o n t a i n  n o t h i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  tliele. \:'e a l s o  f i n d  t h e  
d o c t r i r ~ n l  c o n t e n t  o f  S t a t a n e n t  o f  S c r i l ~ t u r a l  and 

Confess iona l  J 'sincil3lcs" t o  be i n  accord  w i t 1 1  t11.c 
c loc t r ina l  p u s i t  i o n  o f  t h e  Lutheran Church-Ili s s o u r i  
Synod as i t  h a s  Zxen t a u g h t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and ex- 
p r c s s c d  i n  tlre o f f i c i a l  d o c t r i n a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
S;-nod" ( A d o ~ ~ t e d  5 November 1972). I n  anot l ler  'IJI1I:RIJ- 
AS a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  ' T h i r t e e n  T l ~ c s c s . ' ~  
f'14rIIEI'IEAS, t h e  LllatEicran Cllurch i n  t h e  p a s t ,  when con- 
f r o n t e d  w i t 1 1  d o c t r i n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  and c r i s i s ,  h a s  
accep ted  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  b e l j  e f  wt-lich a r e  i n  agreement: 
rci  t l l  S c r j p t u r e  and t h e  Lutheran Confess ion ,  e  g . , t h e  
'r'llirteen Theses  o f  I>octor tValtlner, 1881." 

Reso lu t ion  3-01 was passed  562-455. A s  was t o  
bt: expected t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  provoked lerlgtlay and 
hea ted  d e b a t e .  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  i t  s a i d  t h a t  i t  was nc- 
c e s s a r y  t o  de te rmine  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  s t a n c e  o f  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  Synod and t o  p r e v e n t  them from going  
t h e i r  own t h e o l o g i c a l  way. Opponents o f  t h e  resolu-  
t i o n  argued t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  need any more s t a t e m e n t s ,  
.rtle have t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and t h e  Lutheran Conf e s s i  ons  
and t h a t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .  Opponents o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
a l s o  contended t h a t  t h e  S ta tement  d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  it- 
s e l f  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  of t h e  day.  

I t  s l ~ o u l d  a l s o  l ~ e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Comniittee 
came i n  w i t 1 1  ;II r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  suspens ion  o f  
ALC f e l l o w s l ~ i p ,  b u t  t h e  c l o c k  r a n  o u t  and t h e r e  s i m -  
p l y  r s a s n l t  t h e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  burn ing  i s s u e .  

t',%at s31all we ~f t h e  1:LS say  t o  t l iese  t h i n g s ?  
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  we shou ld  indeed be g r a t e f u l  t h a t  such 
a c t i o n  was t a k e n  a t  t h e  New Or leans  Convention.  I t  
is  a  r a r e  e x c e p t i o n  when a l i b e r a l  t r e n d  i s  r e v e r s e d  
i n  t h c  c l ! r~rch .  I t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t11c d e l e g a t e s  knew why t h e y  ityere a t  : ~ C W  O r l e a n s ,  t h e y  
Lncw t h e y  had a jot) t o  d o ,  and t h e y  were determined 
t o  do i t  . 'i'he adop t ion  o f  sucl; good r e s o l u t j  011s c e r -  
t a i n l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t .  For t l l i  s we thank  and p r a i s e  
Gocl . 

Secondly,  rqe hope and p r a y  t h a t  t h e s e  good r e s -  
o l u t i  ons \ t r i l l  be c a r r i e d  o u t .  l'Tlle p roof  o f  t h e  ptid- 
d i n 2  i s  i n  t h e  e a t i n g  t l l e reof"  c e r t a i n l y  a p p l i e s  
h e r e .  I t  i s  one t h i n g  t o  adop t  f i n e  r e s o l u t i o n s ;  i t  
ir; anot l ier  t l l i  116 to imp1 ement tEiem. 'I'lre "mocileratcs" 



Iinve c lcal-I>r  l e t  i t  ~ J C  1 t i : ~ t  t ! :c)-  i to 
I ,  t i  2; x T  (1 i i f -  l . \'.e r ~ ~ ~ : < ~ r - - : , c y  ; t i  t i : r >  CCIII- 
Tress i;? C!li c:.iyo (Scllt . 1970) :,(.:; ::re 1:r;iric i 5 T;cf i;+cl.f - 
j-c~, \ ~ : I ~ I ~ C L !  t I ~ c \  ' ; i  ssot i r  i S!,I;OL; ;;::I iil:;I, r::xi.ir~; t : i c x  s:i; 
i t ?  ( : tilt ' r l t c r i ~  c i ail c;irl i c y  c ; : ~ ~ ~  
I ; ~ ~ c I :  t:;c>' ; ~ t l [ ) j ? t ~ J  sti-ol:;; T T ' S O ~ X ~ I  ions  :it t l i i > j  r co11- 
xrcntj 011 n i l l ed  a t  I t ! i c  l i L:C o f  l i i le i 'n l  i.-r , ];:it 
tI:cn f n i  lccl t o  i r ~ ; ~ l c . j x i l t  t ; : C I  . .Is 3 r c sa l t  t::p c;;il- 

c c r  r ar:d pr:tct c:l 11:. I I I I ~  1 i f i c([  t i i : i t  S t ~ * ~ j i : :  :IC- 

t i  on t:lkc~i ~ I J  t ! ! ~  !tart  or 1 1 1 ~  ~ o i l \ ~ c r i t  i on .  I :~~c_ . r l  Ilr. 

-Inci!c.n, ~ciio clilinl;,i oncc! t I ~ c  conservn t  i vc  catrsc, rin r; 
1)ut OXIT o f   ti;^ ; ' : iriistr)* 12). t l ~ c  l i b e r a l s  o f  t h e  I!rcs- 
t i  1 i .  'trc !lo; e t h a t  i t  vi l l  ] lot  ??c s n k :  
of ~ l ~ o  f ? r l e a n s  i : o n v c ~ ~ t i o n  t h a t  a f t e r  a11 was sa id  
nnct dolle, rmre was s a i d  than clone. 

I1resit icnt  I'retls has t h e  t o o l s  t o  cleaaz i~o t l so .  
?;ot o ~ l y  docs  he liavc seso l? r t  ions  r$~i tfl r e a l  tcctfi ill 
t!ici-i, hiit iic !ins, For tiic nos t  pa r t ,  c o n s c r v a t i x ~ c  ~ f -  
f i c i a l s  and boards  t o  iiork i c i t i - i .  i i c s ~ ~ i t c  t h i s ,  i ~ d  

fs!:l-cscc R l o i 1 ~ ,  1:ittcl. strug1r:Ie ICitilijl t h e  bIisso~im.j 
Synod. A good s t a r t  rcns iin(lr a t  : ; e ~  ( i r l c n ~ i s  , i ~~ i t  
" I .:i.r,sotiri h a s  a l o n g  v:ay t o  go t o  r e s t o r e  I ~ o r  Lo t h a t  
~ i o c t r i  na l s tn t lcc  o f  aiiotlin- i!:~)- iilicii we ciij oycc! f c l  - 
1 o ~ : s ? ~ i ; ~  wi ~h ~ I C T .  

111 t f i ~  rltcar~t i ric, 0111- n t t  i tuclc sftoxzlcl Fie "siai t 
2nd see" and lend ivlintt:vcr c n c o u r a ~ e m c n t  we can  t o  
the c o n s c r v a t i v c  cause. ?'hat c e r t a i n l y  i s  i n  keepin;; 
r t r i  t l i  t i le  s j~ i r i  t o f  otrr owi syrioclical r c s 0 1 u t  i ons  "11rg- 
ing  u s  t o  encourage 2nd yul:j?o~-t concerned nenibers o f  
o t h e r  J,uther:in syllotls i n  t h e i r  confess io l l a l  b a t t l e s . "  
(Synod Rcport  , 1971, 1). 45) 

In co i t c lus ion ,  I  \could l i k e  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
a s t a tc l?en t  by Ilr. k ' a l t e r  A.  l i rr ier ,  Fourtlt V i c e - P r e s i -  
d e n t  o f  t h e  LC-IIS i n  t l ic September i s s u e  o f  A f f i r r l l  

undcr  t h e  heading "Convention A f t e r t h o u g h t s  o f  a Syn- 
o d i c a l  Vice-Presicient  . " 'Tllc s t a t e m e n t  r e a d s  : ''Ifn<l 
t l ie synocf t aken  fiold o f  i t s  d o c t r i ~ i a l  d i f f i c r ~ l t i e s  
y c a r s  e a r l i e r ,  s e t t l e m e n t  d o ~ r b t l e s s  \could have cone 
more specili l y ;  t h o s e  h o l d i n g  m i n o r i t y  vic i ipoi l i t s  imtrld 
]>robably n o t  hnvc n u ~ . ~ b e r e d  i i r  t l te  l i i~ i idreds ,  as tite)* 
c!i cl  a t  Xelc Or1 cans, and tlirollgll prolonged d i sc t rs  - 
s i o n  liave he ld  up t!lc a d o p t i n i ~  o f  necessary d o c t r i n a l  

r c s o l ~ ~ t i n r i s  riorr~ntcc! 1.y ! ; c r i p t ~ i r c  and t!lc Confes- 
sl ons .  ' 

"J::~ci tflc syriotl taLcri Iiold of i t s  d o c t r i n a l  d i  f -  
f i c i i l t i e s  c . ; l r l icr";  t l i e r c i n  l i e s  the prol3le1r1. hhen 
l  i1)csi.d i sm n~a l~cs  i n r o a d s  rtl ld i s n o t  combated immedi- 
z t e l y  , i t  can o n l y  mean p r o b l e ~ n s  f o r  a synod t h a t  
\cants t o  bc  c o n f e s s i o n a l .  I:oli impor tan t  t i m t  w e  con- 
t i n u e  t o  I-re f a i t h fu l  t o  t i le  Idord a t  a l l  times! And 
n s  we c:irry out o u r  I,ord 's co~~ir~lantf t o  make d i s c i p l e s  
o f  a11 n a t i o n s ,  may we rcrncmhcr Iiis f u l l  rissignnient 
wl:icl, i n c l u d e s  t eac l i ing  o n l y  \ h a t  lie h a s  commanded! - 
iiay o u r  c o n s t a n t  p r a y e r  be :  "I!allowed be t h y  name!" 

W .  P e t c r s e n  

13 0 0 K 1: f i  v I i: ti s 
Manton, J . D. , I n t r o d u e t i o ~ i  to Theological German. 

Grand Rapids : Eerdmans Publislring Co. 2nd ebi- 

'i'lli s 1 ) o d  prese r l t s  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o r  3 t!lorough 
r e v i e \ ,  o f  Cernlnn g ramtar  through t h e  u s e  o f  t h e o l o g i -  
c a l  v o c a b u l a r y ,  wllicli one does  n o t  g e t  i n  most Gcr- 
lnan langliage c o ~ i r s e s  . The te rn i r lo logy  i s t aken  from 
e i t h e r  t h e  B i b l e  o r  from r e c e n t  German t h e o l o g i c a l  
works. 

The c l l ap te r s  c o n t a i n  explanatory l io tcs  on gram- 
mar usage and p r e s e n t  a wide range  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  
s ~ r h j  e c t  -matter. Sirice p a s t o r s  liave a background i n  
Grech and perhaps  La t in  o r  a modern language,  t h e y  
w i  1 l have no problem wit11 t h e  grammar t e rmino logy .  
The book may a l s o  s e r v e  w e l l  i f  used o n l y  f o r  t l te np- 
~ ~ e n d i x  and v o c a t ~ u l a r y  p r o v i d e d .  

Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e ad ing  t h e o l o g i c a l  Ger- 
rnan and Itas no t  had e x t e n s i v e  1)ackground w i l l  f i n d  
t h i  s book invalr rable .  

I?. Sou le  
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'rflis l;oo!,let i s  one o f  ti:nse J ~ J - a t t i c a l  t'olurr,os 
t l i rcc te t !  t o  t h e  p a s t o r ' s  vlnrlrii?emcnt o f  his persona l  
a f f a i r s .  I t  s t r c s s o s  t h a t  lie shou1:I 1)c f j  nc~r l c i  ;ll l y  
r e s p o n s i l ~ l c .  I',l:en e s t a l j l i  sliin:: what iiis n c t u a l  i  11- 

come is t i le  p a s r o r  sliould n~al..e c e r t a i n  h~ ] i n s  i n -  
c l l ~ d c t l  a 11 tile I ~ ~ I I S U F I I  f a c t o r s  clr ~ l e r t a  i n t o  ] l i t ;  

ill1 i que s i t u a t  ion . 
Tile aut l lor  113s sot-1e l i i n t s  f o r  tl;e y : t s t o r i  s f i  - 

n a n c i a l  d c n l i n g s ,  srrcli as  g o i n g  i n t o  d e b t ,  l i v i n g  
t t r i  t h i n  one s i  ncome , and. bui  l d i n g  up a s a v i n g s  rrc- 
c o u n t .  ffe a l s o  has  some good a d v i c e  r e l a t i v c  t o  i n -  
s u r a n c e  and i n v e s  trncnts . J i i  s 5-yagc chapter  on r e -  
t i  rement Iz,aS s o w  coni~no~a s e n s e  s u g g e s t  i o n s  ~ v l l  i cfl 
011gt1-t t o  be  r e q u i r e d  r e a d i n g  f o r  every  p a s t o r .  

.'?. if. O t t o  

IiascL, Cerllard F e  , Old Tcstamcnt Theology: Basic -- ---- -- - - ------- 
1 c;slies in t!:e Current 1Iel)at e , G r a d  '?anids  : ---- -- ---- -----.- 
I "  
i:i 11 l ; ~ m  i! . I:erdna~:s P u b l i  s1linj.l Co . , 1972 . 

111 t h i  s l i t t l e  paperb;lcL t>ool, t h e  a u t h o r ,  v;l~o 
i s  I ' ro fessor  o f  Old Testament and E i l ~ l i c a l  'Theology 
i n  ttlc 1'11cological Seminary of Anderes U n i v e r s i t y ,  
13crri en S p r i n g s ,  ? l ic l ; igan,  pacl,s a  c o n s i d e r a t > l e  
amount o f  in fo rmat ion  r e l a t i v e  t o  c u r r e n t  Old T e s t a -  
~nerit  s t u d i e s .  The t e c h n i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  coupled 
witil t h e  numerous and,  i n  some c a s e s ,  Icngt11-y Eoot- 
n o t e s ,  ~ l o e s  n o t  makc ~ l a r t i c u l a r l y  c n j  oyab lc  o r  e a s y  
rcadirag.  'I'ili s r e v i e \ < e r  woultl submi t t h a t  a re-reacl-  
i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  would bc  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  most 
hrho wonltl 3 t t ~ ~ i q j t  t o  g a i n  any s o r t  o f  mas te ry  o f  i t s  
c o n t e n t < .  

1:ollotcillg n b r i e f  i r l t rodr lc t ion ,  I'rof. I!asel 
t a l , e s  i ~ i '  t l ic  f o l  lowiny f i v e  stllij e c t s  i n  c h a p t e r s  
t h a t  r a n g e  i n  lcn!:tli Frori 15 t o  20 pngcs:  "'I'lie Qucs- 
t i  on of T l e t l~odologp .  " "'l'hc ( lues t  ion o f  I l i s t o r j r  , 15 s -  
t o r y  of  Tracli t i o n ,  S:i lvation i l i  ~ t o r y .  ' '  ''7'1;c 

Ccnter  of tlle Old l ' c s t a a e n t  and Old Testament Theo- 
l o .  "The fklrr t ionship Between t h e  Testaments. '' 
"]insic Proposals f o r  Doing Old Testa~nent  Theology. l' 
A h i l ~ l i o ~ r a l ~ h y ,  an  index o f  r ~ u t h o r s  and an index o f  
sul-!j e c t s  complete t h e  book, 

Among t h e  inany Uib l i ca l  s cho la r s  whose views 
he  p re sen t s  and e v a l u a t e s ,  Gerhard von Rad and 
11. I:icllrodt appear  t o  he 111ost s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  
]mesent a t  i o n .  Like  many o t h e r  s cho la r s  n o t  comnit- 
t e d  t o  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of  tlie Bible, t h e i r  views 
have been modified and c'liianxed over  t h e  years .  

W l i l e  u s ins  terminology sugges t ive  of  t h e  high-  
e r - c r i t i c a l  s choo l ,  t h e  autfior himself i n  a number 
of s t a t e m e n t s  t a k e s  j s s ~ ~ e  w i t 1 1  t h a t  approach. Ilis 
appoacii i s  ra ther  tlie h i s t o r i c a l - t h e o l o g i c a l  one. 
IIe s t a t e s :  

" B i b l i c a l  theology must be understood t o  be a 
Ir is torical- tf ieoloeical  d i s c i p l i n e .  This i s  t o  
s a y  t h a t  t h e  I:ihlicnl theologian engaged i r l  

do ing  e i t ; , c r  Old o r  ;Sew l 'estament t h e o l o g y  ntrlst 
c l a i ~ n  a s  h i s  t a sk  bottl t o  d iscover  and d e s c r i b e  
what t h e  t e x t  meant and a l s o  t o  e x p l i c a t e  what 
i t  m a n s  f o r  today."  (1). 811 

hl l i le  Ire clai?ys t h a t  tile Old Testament must be t h e  
ob jec t  o f  s t u d y  (1). 89) , ! ~ e  does co-~clucle on t h e  
l a s t  page t h a t  it h e  done i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  
New Testament . 

R. E ,  lionsey 

TIIE PASTOR AfJD RESEARCH -- - 
As has o f t e n  been noted,  t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  joy 

i n  c r e a t i v i t y .  Pas to r s ,  a s  wel l  as o t h e r  persons,  
have hobbies such a s  p a i n t i n g ,  woodworking, garden- 
ing ,  cooking, e t c . ,  i n  which they  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  cre- 
a t i v e  p r o c l i v i t i e s .  But i n  a  very  r e a l  sense,  a  
p a s t o r ' s  ch ie f  work i s  c r e a t i v e ,  because he i s  c r e a t -  
ing something whenever he  e n t e r s  t h e  p u l p i t ,  o r  de- 
l i v e r s  a  l e c t u r e  o r  a  Eible  s tudy.  But t h i s  means 
t h a t  t o  f i l l  h i s  mincl, which is being s o  cons tan t ly  
drained i n  h i s  profession, he must always be genu- 
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R. E ,  lionsey 

TIIE PASTOR AfJD RESEARCH -- - 
As has o f t e n  been noted,  t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  joy 

i n  c r e a t i v i t y .  Pas to r s ,  a s  wel l  as o t h e r  persons,  
have hobbies such a s  p a i n t i n g ,  woodworking, garden- 
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a t i v e  p r o c l i v i t i e s .  But i n  a  very  r e a l  sense,  a  
p a s t o r ' s  ch ie f  work i s  c r e a t i v e ,  because he i s  c r e a t -  
ing something whenever he  e n t e r s  t h e  p u l p i t ,  o r  de- 
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inel19 cngtlgcd i t i  research, This i s  :#lore titail c l e r i -  
c a l  or procedural rio3-fi fnl-ifiou~:lr rGc hnvc c i t o l i g ~  of 
t f l n t  t o  d o ,  t o o ,  znd so~nctir!~cs i t  i s  d r a l , ,  d u l l  tiorh) . 
' f:esearcli' i s  sonething one l i v e s  11). i n  i z c i ~ l g  a 1)a-s- 
t o r .  'l'he r e s u l t  o f  r e s e a r c l ~ ,  put  i ~ l t o  a s e r~ ton  o r  
;?aper,  co~ncs iron f a c t s  or opinions \;hi ch tlle !>:istor 
itas p a t i e n t l y  asscmi)lccl i l l to  a ncw order  and given a 
tlni f  i ed  and co1~ercn.t c x p r e s s i  on. The encl r c s u l  t be- 
comes a freslk Fact i r i  i t s e l f ,  leading t o  nc\< in s ig l i t s .  

. - 7  Inc term ' t r ~ ~ ~ ; ~ r c l ~ "  covers a  ~\;ic!c range of  types 
of inqrxiry. I t  TiiaY M ~ ~ T I  0111~ a search of l i t e r a t u r e ,  
intended $0 r cvea l  i n  an o rde r ly  way t h e  present  s t a t e  
of knowledge (or  th inking)  on a p a r t i c u l a r  problem o r  
doc t r ine .  I t  may involve primary observat ion on a 
t rend  o r  a way of th inking  and an organiza t ion  of 
t hese  observa t ions .  'This \could probably not  on1 y  in -  
clude an organiza t ion  of o t )serva t ior~s  but a l s o  ar-r 
a n a l y s i s  and i n t c r p r e t a t  ion which might r e s u l t  i n  
some kind of r e p o r t ,  which u l t i m a t e l y  might lead t o  a 
c l ~ a n ~ e  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  t o  a nerd a c t i v i t y ,  Vcry o f -  
t en  research  can be n quest ioning of a s te reotyped 
phrase,  o r  a sentence ,  or n c l i c h e ,  F o r  example, 
sorneonc, s imply out of c u r i o s i t y ,  and poss ib ly  hc- 
cause h e  doesn ' t real l y  Z , ~ O \ ~  r ; l l : i t  I t  means, wants t o  
i ~ l v e s t i g a t e  \ t r i t I i  regnrtf t o  the Lord's  Supper t h e  
pltrase " i n ,  with and uncXer". Sirlcc tllc phrase i s  s o  
corn~non today,  rcf:a% meaning does it co~avey? 1s  i t  
used i n  t h e  Lutheran Co~lfess ions?  If so ,  wlaere and 
I ?  I l id  l , u t l~e r  use  i t ?  Is  t h e r e  a S c r i p t u r a l  11asj s 
f o r  i t ?  e t c .  ?'he pfirnsc or. s tatement  may be in ac- 
cord \ $ i t l a  t he  t r u t h  o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  but  i t  will become 
more tljnn a c l i c h e  t o  you wiicn you have inves t iga t ed  
i t  s t e p  s tep  and seen t o  v;hnt tire s tatement  origrb- 
n a l l  y  11aci r e fe rence  . 

:3o researcit  i s  h a s i c a l l y  a c t i v e  inqui ry ,  I t  
necessitates tlmc cxc rc i sc  of c r i t i c a l  judg~nent i n  
mrrl,ing r!ccisions. I t  is an a c t i v e  l ea l -n iny  process 
i n  I j ,I: t!lr r e sca rchc r  i s a t t e : y ~ t i ~ t : >  t o  tfi s co~ ic r  
1!11nt i s i,not:n ant1 t+.Ilnt l,i11(1 n f  ~ I K ! ~ ! , ~ c I ; ~  Y: C311 1 ) ~  r,zilc' 
f r o r >  : k.11: i s  b no\i7n. T \imt t o  e~r;l,liacri ze t h a t  i t  i s 
ncti1,rc :!lid rtot ]::tssixrc. (irtc t r i e s  t o  L:;L~TCISC i n t c l -  -- 

1 ec tunl  i ndcl:endencc by i  radepcnderlt s tudy . And i n -  
qi~iry l ike  t!:is can develop a capac i ty  f o r  c r i t i c a l  
judgment, and i t  can liclp one t o  achicvc a rnore wa- 
trrrc understandin:: 'of  theology , when one has learned 
t o  be precise i n  h i s  investigations and t o  make in -  
fe rences  which a r c  sotlndly based on what he has  in -  
v e s t i g a t e d ,  

Perhaps a few suggest ions on planning and w r i t -  
ing might hc i ~ c l p f u l .  lifl-ren one i s  about t o  begin,  
prcsurnal~ly t h e  t o p i c  not on ly  i n t e r e s t s  one bu t  i s  
p e r t i n e n t  and ,  of course ,  i t  i s  somewhat l imi t ed  i n  
scope. One would n a t u r a l l y  do some genera l  reading 
t o  g e t  t h e  f e e l  of t h c  t o p i c  and then rilould s t a r t  
looking around f o r  h i n t s  a s  t o  where one could f i n d  
ma te r i a l .  There a r e ,  o f  course,  indexes,  reading  
l i s t s ,  p e r i o d i c a l  indexes,  concordances, d i c t i o n a r i e s  
of theology, your own readings ,  genera l  r e fe rence  
works. I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  fact 
t h a t  our seminary l i b r a r y  has q u i t e  a few of t h e s e  in -  
dexes, and it c a r r i e s  a  Rel igious Abs t r ac t s  magazine, 
wllich surmarizes a r t i c l e s  found i n  va r ious  contempo- 
r a r y  magazines under organized headings. Af ter  one . 
has a general  overview of t h e  s u b j e c t ,  he w i l l  want 
t o  take  notes  on ca rds  ( I  recommend 5 by 8 inch c a r d s ) .  
I t  is important t h a t  you i n d i c a t e  t h e  source from 
which you took your no te s  and i n d i c a t e  w k t h c r  you 
a r e  merely summarizing o r  present ing  an exac t  quota- 
t i o n .  Ce r t a in ly  one must develop t h e  h a b i t  of d i s -  
t inguish ing  between f a c t  and opinion,  and we must be 
su re  t h a t  our no te s  convey t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n .  Another 
caveat  i s  t h a t  one d o e s n P t  l e t  h i s  m a t e r i a l  become 
too  unfocused when h e r s  tak ing  no te s ,  Keep your t o p i c  
i n  mind, i s  t h e  advice which i s  u s u s a l l y  given. 

I t  c e r t a i n l y  goes without  saying t h a t  it i s  nec- 
e s sa ry  t o  check o u t  r e fe rences  and s tudy where f a c t  
and opinion g e t  b lu r red .  As a case  i n  po in t :  When 
A*!!. Irarstad s tud ied  two books which purported t o  s e t  
f o r t h  Luther ' s  a t t i t u d e  towards S c r i p t u r e ,  i t  became 
evident  t h a t  t h e r e  were two d i s t i n c t i v e  opinions he re  
about what Lu t l~e r  be l ieved  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  Sc r ip tu re .  
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One might even wonder wiletiler t l lese two had rcad tile 
sariie I,txtller.* I f  one looks a t  t h e s e  two books,  lloiLr- 
e v e r ,  one riill see t h a t  ~edc r sen l  quotes  gobs of I ,u ther  
d i r e c t l y  w l l i  l r  13c l ihnn  t ends  t o  quote on ly  secondary 
sources .  As ~1 1;iattcr of f a c t ,  one coiild ;>robabl y f i n ({  
t t ie kcy t o  the  d i f f e r e n c e  ' t )~ t i i e@n t h e  two i r l  n secontd- 
a r y  sou rce ,  a  hook 1))' a man nni?ed (!sterganrd-::ie~sctl 
whom Pel i k a n  h ig f t l y  praises  and o f t e n  q ~ a o t c s ,  l'edes- 
s en ,  on the b a s i s  of o r i g i n a l  sou rce s ,  cxan~irlcs ( I s tc r -  
Raa rd -Nie l s en ' s  t l t c s i s  and  find:; t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  i n  ac-  
cord w i t 1 1  tlte f a c t s  froci i .u ther l s  w r i t i n g s .  

After  a  person has  pu l l ed  toge t i l c r  a l l  h i s  r e -  
searc f i ,  he must be p ~ e p a r e d  t o  organ ize  i t i n t o  some 
hind of  a  coherent  r e p o r t .  'I'llis would mean, f i r s t  of 
a l l ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i n t c r n a 1 4 ) ~  c o n s i s t e n t .  One woraltl ask 
himself  ( jucs t ions  srlclt a s  t h e s e :  I s  my r e p o r t  r e a l l y  
i n  accord with  a l l  of my inves t i g ; a t i ons '  Did I  s t a r t  
wi th  n t h e s i s  and than  a r r ange  t h e  f a c t s  t o  f i t  my 
t h e s i s ?  Is i t  necessary  t o  modify my t h e s i s ?  Is my 
reasoning  p e r t i n e n t  and l o g i c a l ,  o r  have I j u s t  thrown 
toge the r  a  s e r i e s  of u n r e l a t e d  f a c t s ?  c t c ,  

'!any a r e  concerned about  proper doc~rncn t a t i on ,  
and t h t y  f e e l  t h a t  tllcy can ' t ve ry  1,~el  1 do rcsea-fcl~ 
work because t hey  don ' t kno~t~  1101r! t o  slocusnent . Per-  
haj's a \cord o r  two on t h a t  r~ou ld  be h e l p f u l .  Cer- 
t a i n l y  you d o n ' t  1 a v c  t o  docu1:lent f a c t s  and op in ions  
of  gene ra l  I:no\t-ledge, tmt i f  you a r e  ques t i on ing  a 
pllrnse o r  s t a t emen t ,  o r  soneonc e l s e  nic i i t  b e  qucs- 
tionin:: i t ,  yorl would document your i n v e s t i p a t i o n s  
i n t o  t h c  s t a t emen t ,  

t4;itli r ega rd  t o  t h e  tna t te r  of  c1ocnr~it.ntation and 
s t y l e  s h e e t ,  I 11:oulcl l l iglr ly reconr,~end t o  every  p a s t o r  
t h a t  tic f o l l o ~ c  t1;c "!!LA S t y l e  Sheet". 'I'l~erc is  a new 
r c v i s e c  cdi t i o n ,  and T l r e l i evc  t l l t l t  our 1,utl:crnn Syn- 
oti PoolL (:or-qany c a r r i c s  tlli s .  I !,c\li eve tl:xt i t  i s  
tile lr1ost t:i ~ I c l ! ~  ~ l s c d  one,  a n d  i t i s  ve ry  ilcl;!f~ll and 
t1;crc i s  ~iotl l inj:  e s o t e r i c  ai)ot:ts i t s  slii:gcstinns. Let 
r c  j;ivt. a ~011j;le of c~. i lc tnt jons  f r m  t!lc sect ior l  on 

* Cf "Elc I?nrii of God in Lztthcr's 2'!lco1nyuu, Lutheran 
,TI?~?U:-? fhar ter l :~ ,  V O ~ U R I C  .'CJJ, ?Ins, -3 & 4 ,  I ? ,  6lff 

"l)ocumentation", paragraphs 18 and 19: " l n  g e n e r a l ,  
c i t a t i o n  of _aourccs f o r  s t a t emen t s  o f  f ac t  o r  op in ion ,  
o r  of quoted m a t t e r ,  should hc kept  as conc i se  a s  t h e  
c!c~:~anils o f  c l a r i t y  and cornl)lete accuracy  p.mrit. If 
tile rcf crerlce i s fjri c f ,  i n s e r t  i t , w i t h i n  parentheses , 
i n  tlic t e x t  i t s e l f ;  i f  it i s  leng thy  pu t  i t  ira a 
no t e .  Let t h e  t e s t  be whether o r  no t  it interferes; 
s e r i o u s l y  wi th  ease i n  r e a d i n g ,  remembering t h a t  t h e  
fou tno t e  number which t e a s e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  look a t  
t h e  bottom of tlie page may be more of an i n t e r r u p t i o n  
than  such a s imple  r e f e r e n c e  i n  your t e x t . .  . 'file con- 
ven t ions  of  doclxmentation a r e  largely means t c  an end 
- -  enabl ing  t h e  r ende r  t o  check  wit?^ c a s e  - -  and any 
p r a c t i c e  which i gno re s  t h i s  end may r e s u l t  i n  pedan- 
t r y .  " If  )7au8re c u r i o u s  cnougl~ t o  read t h e  paragraph 
sn reference words ~ n d  a11I>revjatisnas i n  t l l t c  MLA S t y l e  
":;~:cc\ yrrtt 3 nogc that -the r-rcw t r e n d  is t o  do ah7ay 
r f j  +% ,- - lJ3t7n. * ^ ~ > ~ . s " ~ s c s ,  ~:-r~h. ;?s, ":i~lf3_;i, 1 . 8 ~ ~  r i t e ,  GP. 

, i t "  " ihcy no te  t h a t  ms;y of these schalarly ahl-sre- 
8iiaxions have been abused and nlany e d i t o r s  today  have 
expressed a wish t o  see them abandoned. 

In genera l ,  wh"tcvr we do we c e r t a i n l y  skolild 
t r y  t o  do it i n  a workman-like manner, i f  f o r  no 
o t h e r  reason  t han  s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n .  With r ega rd  t o  
punc tua t i on ,  t yp ing  manuscr ip t s ,  and a l l  tlkosc e x t e r -  
n a l s ,  I  would s t r o n g l y  u rge  you t o  u se  something l i k e  
tile i.lJ,A S t y l e  Shee t  f o r  your b u l l e t i n ,  your a r t i c l e s  
f o r  S e n t i n e l  and t h e  Lutheran Synod C?uasterly. 

I n  conc lus ion ,  i t  would be  well f o r  us  t o  r e -  
mind each o t h e r  t h a t  tlte Lutheran p a s t o r  comes i n  
t h e  h e r i t a g e  of p r e c i s e ,  s cho l a r ly -  s tudy .  Luther was 
a doc to r  of S c r i p t u r e  and very  we l l  t r a i n e d  i n  h i s  
t e c h n i c a l  s t u d i e s .  1973 i s  t h e  400th ann ive r sa ry  o f  
t h e  completion o f  ?.fartin Chemnitz 's  g r e a t  work, The 
Ilxlimination -- o f  t h e  Council  o f  T ren t .  A s  you know, -- 
h e  was one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s cho Ia r s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  A 
t h i r d  o f  t h i s  book has been t r a n s l a t e d  and can h e  
~ ~ u r c h a s e d  from CPII, as can ChcmnitzTs book on The 
Two Natures  i n  C h r i s t .  Chemnitz comt~ines  s c h o l a r -  - 
s h i p  with t r u e p i e t y  and devot ion .  Ile could be a 
r e a l  model f o r  11s i n  both t h e s e  r e s p e c t s .  If you 



One might even wonder wiletiler t l lese two had rcad tile 
sariie I,txtller.* I f  one looks a t  t h e s e  two books,  lloiLr- 
e v e r ,  one riill see t h a t  ~edc r sen l  quotes  gobs of I ,u ther  
d i r e c t l y  w l l i  l r  13c l ihnn  t ends  t o  quote on ly  secondary 
sources .  As ~1 1;iattcr of f a c t ,  one coiild ;>robabl y f i n ({  
t t ie kcy t o  the  d i f f e r e n c e  ' t )~ t i i e@n t h e  two i r l  n secontd- 
a r y  sou rce ,  a  hook 1))' a man nni?ed (!sterganrd-::ie~sctl 
whom Pel i k a n  h ig f t l y  praises  and o f t e n  q ~ a o t c s ,  l'edes- 
s en ,  on the b a s i s  of o r i g i n a l  sou rce s ,  cxan~irlcs ( I s tc r -  
Raa rd -Nie l s en ' s  t l t c s i s  and  find:; t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  i n  ac-  
cord w i t 1 1  tlte f a c t s  froci i .u ther l s  w r i t i n g s .  

After  a  person has  pu l l ed  toge t i l c r  a l l  h i s  r e -  
searc f i ,  he must be p ~ e p a r e d  t o  organ ize  i t i n t o  some 
hind of  a  coherent  r e p o r t .  'I'llis would mean, f i r s t  of 
a l l ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i n t c r n a 1 4 ) ~  c o n s i s t e n t .  One woraltl ask 
himself  ( jucs t ions  srlclt a s  t h e s e :  I s  my r e p o r t  r e a l l y  
i n  accord with  a l l  of my inves t i g ; a t i ons '  Did I  s t a r t  
wi th  n t h e s i s  and than  a r r ange  t h e  f a c t s  t o  f i t  my 
t h e s i s ?  Is i t  necessary  t o  modify my t h e s i s ?  Is my 
reasoning  p e r t i n e n t  and l o g i c a l ,  o r  have I j u s t  thrown 
toge the r  a  s e r i e s  of u n r e l a t e d  f a c t s ?  c t c ,  

'!any a r e  concerned about  proper doc~rncn t a t i on ,  
and t h t y  f e e l  t h a t  tllcy can ' t ve ry  1,~el  1 do rcsea-fcl~ 
work because t hey  don ' t kno~t~  1101r! t o  slocusnent . Per-  
haj's a \cord o r  two on t h a t  r~ou ld  be h e l p f u l .  Cer- 
t a i n l y  you d o n ' t  1 a v c  t o  docu1:lent f a c t s  and op in ions  
of  gene ra l  I:no\t-ledge, tmt i f  you a r e  ques t i on ing  a 
pllrnse o r  s t a t emen t ,  o r  soneonc e l s e  nic i i t  b e  qucs- 
tionin:: i t ,  yorl would document your i n v e s t i p a t i o n s  
i n t o  t h c  s t a t emen t ,  

t4;itli r ega rd  t o  t h e  tna t te r  of  c1ocnr~it.ntation and 
s t y l e  s h e e t ,  I 11:oulcl l l iglr ly reconr,~end t o  every  p a s t o r  
t h a t  tic f o l l o ~ c  t1;c "!!LA S t y l e  Sheet". 'I'l~erc is  a new 
r c v i s e c  cdi t i o n ,  and T l r e l i evc  t l l t l t  our 1,utl:crnn Syn- 
oti PoolL (:or-qany c a r r i c s  tlli s .  I !,c\li eve tl:xt i t  i s  
tile lr1ost t:i ~ I c l ! ~  ~ l s c d  one,  a n d  i t i s  ve ry  ilcl;!f~ll and 
t1;crc i s  ~iotl l inj:  e s o t e r i c  ai)ot:ts i t s  slii:gcstinns. Let 
r c  j;ivt. a ~011j;le of c~. i lc tnt jons  f r m  t!lc sect ior l  on 

* Cf "Elc I?nrii of God in Lztthcr's 2'!lco1nyuu, Lutheran 
,TI?~?U:-? fhar ter l :~ ,  V O ~ U R I C  .'CJJ, ?Ins, -3 & 4 ,  I ? ,  6lff 

"l)ocumentation", paragraphs 18 and 19: " l n  g e n e r a l ,  
c i t a t i o n  of _aourccs f o r  s t a t emen t s  o f  f ac t  o r  op in ion ,  
o r  of quoted m a t t e r ,  should hc kept  as conc i se  a s  t h e  
c!c~:~anils o f  c l a r i t y  and cornl)lete accuracy  p.mrit. If 
tile rcf crerlce i s fjri c f ,  i n s e r t  i t , w i t h i n  parentheses , 
i n  tlic t e x t  i t s e l f ;  i f  it i s  leng thy  pu t  i t  ira a 
no t e .  Let t h e  t e s t  be whether o r  no t  it interferes; 
s e r i o u s l y  wi th  ease i n  r e a d i n g ,  remembering t h a t  t h e  
fou tno t e  number which t e a s e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  look a t  
t h e  bottom of tlie page may be more of an i n t e r r u p t i o n  
than  such a s imple  r e f e r e n c e  i n  your t e x t . .  . 'file con- 
ven t ions  of  doclxmentation a r e  largely means t c  an end 
- -  enabl ing  t h e  r ende r  t o  check  wit?^ c a s e  - -  and any 
p r a c t i c e  which i gno re s  t h i s  end may r e s u l t  i n  pedan- 
t r y .  " If  )7au8re c u r i o u s  cnougl~ t o  read t h e  paragraph 
sn reference words ~ n d  a11I>revjatisnas i n  t l l t c  MLA S t y l e  
":;~:cc\ yrrtt 3 nogc that -the r-rcw t r e n d  is t o  do ah7ay 
r f j  +% ,- - lJ3t7n. * ^ ~ > ~ . s " ~ s c s ,  ~:-r~h. ;?s, ":i~lf3_;i, 1 . 8 ~ ~  r i t e ,  GP. 

, i t "  " ihcy no te  t h a t  ms;y of these schalarly ahl-sre- 
8iiaxions have been abused and nlany e d i t o r s  today  have 
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t h e  h e r i t a g e  of p r e c i s e ,  s cho l a r ly -  s tudy .  Luther was 
a doc to r  of S c r i p t u r e  and very  we l l  t r a i n e d  i n  h i s  
t e c h n i c a l  s t u d i e s .  1973 i s  t h e  400th ann ive r sa ry  o f  
t h e  completion o f  ?.fartin Chemnitz 's  g r e a t  work, The 
Ilxlimination -- o f  t h e  Council  o f  T ren t .  A s  you know, -- 
h e  was one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s cho Ia r s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  A 
t h i r d  o f  t h i s  book has been t r a n s l a t e d  and can h e  
~ ~ u r c h a s e d  from CPII, as can ChcmnitzTs book on The 
Two Natures  i n  C h r i s t .  Chemnitz comt~ines  s c h o l a r -  - 
s h i p  with t r u e p i e t y  and devot ion .  Ile could be a 
r e a l  model f o r  11s i n  both t h e s e  r e s p e c t s .  If you 



read ,  
the 1111- 

in i t s  devot ional  p i e t y .  Yet it i s  psccise nrltl cx- 
a c t .  Z f?ope t h n t  yort I ; ; ~ v c  j)urclla sed the I)ool, ant: ~ ; i  f 1 
p e t  ~ T G S I ;  ! ; ~ z t e r i ; ~ l  for yotir Citrist~tts ser!non from i t .  
' I  




